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Opening Remarks

Hon. Sylvia R. Garcia

President, NALEO

Chair of the Houston Independent Police Oversiglatr
P.O. Box 8530

Houston, TX 77249

Phone: (713) 385-3015

Email: SRG2011@att.net

The Honorable Sylvia R. Garcia is serving her sé¢erm as President of the National Associatidratino Elected and
Appointed Officials (NALEO), which makes her thesfiTexan and only second woman to serve as pngside
Additionally, Garcia serves as the Chair of the lyeneated Independent Police Oversight Boardsiéeeat Garcia
represented Harris County Precinct 2 as Commissimra January 2003 when she became the first Hisjgad the first
woman to be elected to Harris County Commissio@erst until November 2010. As a County Commissipsige was
responsible for a combined precinct budget of apmately $90 million and 400 employees. Preciwb includes 416
square miles, a population of almost one milliod 25 municipalities, including one quarter of thity 6f Houston. Prior
to her election as Commissioner, President Gaecieed as City Controller for the City of Houston fiwo terms. Before
elected office, she distinguished herself as Chid§e of Houston’s Municipal Court System as tts¢ flispanic, the first
woman and the youngest person ever to hold that possident Garcia went on to become the lorsijésg Chief Judge,
serving five terms under two mayors. She workeal scial worker while earning her law degree ftbenThurgood
Marshall School of Law at Texas Southern Univelisity978. She earned her undergraduate degrexas Women's
University in 1972 which she attended on a fulldatship. President Garcia has been named "Huananitof the Year"
by the National Conference of Communities and deistPolitician of the Year" by the Houston PreSke has served on
more than 25 boards and commissions and has samiental in championing the rights of her constits at all levels
of public service.

Hearing | — The State Budget Crisis and lts Impacbn Health

Hon. Nellie Pou
Assemblymember

New Jersey General Assembly
100 Hamilton Plaza, Suite 1405
Paterson, NJ 07505

Phone: (973) 247-1555

Email: AswPou@nijleg.org

The Honorable Nellie Pou represents the 35th Laggis| District in the New Jersey General Assembtyia the New
Jersey Director for the National Foundation of Worhegislators. Assemblymember Pou was electedrtérit full two-
year term in November 1997 and has been a member 85sembly Appropriations Committee for overyears, and
has served as the committee chairwoman since ZBl@6is also a member of the Assembly Budget aglagrlEducation
Committees, as well as the Joint Budget Oversigimngittee. In 2010, Assemblymember Pou was appbiatthe Joint
Committee on Public Schools and the New Jersey Gssiom on Capital Budgeting. She has been thevebiaian of the
Legislative Latino Caucus since 2006. Assemblywomau is the first woman and the first Latina faresent the 35th
District in the state Legislature. A member of e Jersey Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglemt $997,
Assemblywoman Pou is a consummate advocate foettds of children, women, and families. Among theyrbills she
has sponsored that have become law, she was tremfmary sponsors of the bill that created tffe©of the Child
Advocate, which has been instrumental in improtiegstate’s child welfare system. She is a vetef#tmre City of
Paterson’s municipal administration, having seimedrious capacities for over three decades. rAlsls@voman Pou is a
member of the Women’s Democratic Caucus, the Nalt©Order of Women Legislators, Women in Governmemt, the
National Association of Latino Elected and Appaih@fficials. Assemblymember Pou is also the NewejeDirector for
the National Foundation of Women Legislators.



Ms. Sinsi Herndndez-Cancio, JD

Health Equity Director

Families USA

1201 New York Ave. NW, Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20005

Phone: (202) 628 - 3030

Email: SHernandez-Cancio@familiesusa.org

Ms. Sinsi Hernandez-Cancio is the Director of HeBljuity at Families USA, where she focuses onrakipg and
strengthening the organization's ability to enadaidyance, and elevate health care advocacy awmd@mdi communities of
color across the nation. She is continuing thegsowork to build a thriving and vocal health éguiovement that will
protect the gains of the health care law while Bngumaximum equity in its implementation. Ms. R@ndez-Cancio has
worked in the field of health policy for a decade &as a longstanding commitment to fighting ferrights of people of
color, especially vulnerable women and childreefoBe joining Families USA, she worked as a womemsan and civil
rights lawyer. Ms. Hernandez-Cancio first becae®pty involved in issues of health care and heligtharities when she
served as Health and Human Services advisor foPtwanto Rico Governors at their Washington, D.fices. She later
worked on health policy for the Service Employe#srhational Union (SEIU), focusing mostly on ldegm care, Puerto
Rico issues, health disparities, and health refdboring the effort to pass health reform, Ms. Heatez-Cancio was the
National Campaign Coordinator for the Service Eiygds International Union (SEIU)’'s Healthcare Edy#tiroject,
where she worked with many coalition partners guenthat health equity was part of the nationahtieand that health
disparities were addressed. She was born indPR& and grew up in both Puerto Rico and westtassachusetts. Ms.
Hernandez-Cancio earned a Bachelor of Arts fromcBton's Woodrow Wilson School of Public and Iregiomal Affairs,
and she earned her Juris Doctor from New York UsityeSchool of Law, where she was a Hays CivilH&gnd Civil
Liberties Fellow and earned a Vanderbilt medal.

Mr. David Lara

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities
820 First Street, NE, Suite 510
Washington, DC 20002

Phone: (202) 408 - 1080

Email: lara@cbpp.org

Mr. David Lara joined the Center on Budget anddydfiriorities in November of 2009 as a Senior Liatli® Associate.
His work covers a range of domestic policy issnekiding health care, low-income housing, budgéditar policy,
immigrant benefits, and the nexus of state and#fiscal policy issues. Prior to joining the @anMr. Lara worked in
the New York State Washington Office of the Govermbere he served as Federal Budget Liaison anocisge Director
for Federal Policy. Before this position, he wasavernor Hugh L. Carey Fellow at the New York &t@ivision of
Budget and focused on Medicaid long-term care &aaMr. Lara holds a Bachelor of Science in Matei$cience and
Engineering from the University of Washington ardaster of Public Affairs from the Lyndon B. Johnsgchool of
Public Affairs at The University of Texas at Austin



Breakfast Hearing — Federal Healthcare Reform: Whee are we now?

Hon. Iris Y. Martinez

State Senator

llinois General Assembly

President, National Hispanic Caucus of State Lagis
NALEO Board of Directors

M106 Capitol Building

Springfield, IL 62706

Phone: (217) 782 - 8191

E-mail: ilsenator20@sbcglobal.net

The Honorable Iris Martinez was sworn into hett fiessm in the lllinois General Assembly on Janu2603, representing
the newly created 20th Legislative District. S@émator Martinez made history on the day she wasdn by becoming
the first Hispanic woman in lllinois to be electedhe State Senate. In January 2007, she madeytagain when she was
named Assistant Majority Leader, a position neefote held by a Latina. She serves as Vice-Ch#tiedPensions and
Investments Committee, which she chaired from 20@007. She is also a member of the Executiveoil.dlousing and
Community Affairs, and Public Health Committeedirdughout her years in the General Assembly, Seator
Martinez has worked diligently to protect familiesemes, and communities. She has consistentlyssphand passed
legislation to improve the health and welfare eftieediest residents of her district and througtheustate, focusing
mainly on women'’s health issues. She was reckatipred with the “Las Primeras Award” by MANA, A fitmal Latina
Organization that recognizes individuals who haheesed "firsts" in their careers. In 2004, S@&émator Martinez was
awarded the Hillary Rodham Clinton Leadership Awardecognition presented to an outstanding feelakged official
by the lllinois Democratic Women's organization.

Ms. Rachel Morgan

Health Committee Director

National Conference of State Legislatures
444 North Capitol Street N.W., Suite 515
Washington, D.C. 20001

Phone: (202) 624 - 3569

Email: rachel.morgan@ncsl.org

Ms. Rachel Morgan is the Health Committee Direofdhe National Conference of State LegislatureéS$h) Standing
Committee on Health. In her role she acts assatidbetween NCSL and health policy staff at thpdbenent of Health
and Human Services and its affiliated agenciessiisasa Congressional members and their staff tocate on behalf of

the States. A registered nurse by training, shehar 30 years of experience in the field. Msrdda’s career has given
her hands on experience in the areas of Medicar&adicaid, managed care, public health, home anmrwnity based
services, hospice care, case management, andgeligioal instruction. She is a graduate of tbet Banders Presbyterian
Hospital School of Nursing in Knoxville, Tennessag holds a Bachelor of Science degree in nufising Jacksonville
State University in Jacksonville, Alabama. Ms. lyar has been at NCSL since 2000.



Hon. Jeffrey Sanchez

Massachusetts State Representative

Rm 130, MA Great & General Court, State House,
24 Beacon Street

Boston, MA 02133

Phone: (617) 722-2130

Email: Jeffrey.Sanchez@mahouse.gov

The Honorable Jeffrey Sanchez serves in the Masseitt House of Representative for the 15th Suifolfolk District.
Representative Sanchez was appointed the Houser@haif the Joint Committee on Public Health inrkaly 2009. His
work is concentrated on improving quality in he#éfttough systematic reforms in the public healtth lagalth care systems.
Representative Sanchez is committed to seekimgthégs of health care in the traditional setting), ttve promotion of
public health in the community setting, as wellhasur daily lives. He serves as a legislativecaipe to the
Commonwealth’s Health Disparities Council, and iseamber of the National Conference of State Legisla’ Health
Committee. He earned a Bachelor of Arts in Leghldation from the University of Massachusetts, @gsand is

currently attending the John F. Kennedy School@fégiment at Harvard University, where he is hothdobe a
Rappaport Urban Scholar.

Hearing Il - Entitlement Programs and the Affordable Care Act

Hon. Rene Garcia

Florida State Senator

310 Senate Office Building

404 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

Phone: (305) 827-2767

Email: rene.garcia@myfloridahouse.gov

The Honorable Rene Garcia was elected to the Blbtitlise of Representatives in November of 2000estécted
consecutively in 2002, 2004 and 2006. State SeGatria was elected to Florida’'s State Senatei®idd on November
2010. He s currently the Chairman of the Healthéegulation Committee and serves on followingodtees:
Agriculture, Budget Subcommittee on Health & Huramnvices Appropriations, Governmental Oversight &
Accountability, Reapportionment and Transportatibie. was elected to a two-year term on the Hial&ghCouncil at the
age of 23 and was re-elected, to a four-year teftoivember 1999. While serving as a City CouncilipenState Senator
Garcia graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Palli§cience from Florida International Universitye holds a Masters in
Business Administration, specializing in Health Adistration and Policy from the University of Mianmbtate Senator
Garcia was born and raised in the city of Hialéakyorking class Cuban American parents.



Mr. John Bouman

President and Advocacy Director

Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law
50 E. Washington St., Suite 500

Chicago, IL 60602

Phone: (312) 263-3830, ext. 250

Email: johnbouman@povertylaw.org

Mr. John Bouman is President and Advocacy Dirasfitine Sargent Shriver National Center on Povesty.LHe
spearheaded the statewide efforts in lllinois éat& both th&amilyCare program, which provides health care insurance
for up to up to 400,000 working poor parents ofanichildren, and All Kids, the first state plareixtend health coverage
to every child, regardless of status or income. Bduman has consulted and co-counseled with ath®iramany states;
helped draft numerous pieces of legislation; givemdreds of presentations; published extensivatysarved as counsel
in numerous federal and state cases, includiemisovski v. Maram, which established substantial reforms in children
health care in lllinois. He is currently working state-based implementation of federal healthredoem, serves on the
steering committee of the National TransitionalsJNletwork, and leads the Responsible Budget Gualitilllinois, an
effort bringing together more than 200 diverse oizions to advocate for state revenue and budfyetn. Before
joining the Shriver Center in 1996, Mr. Bouman veatifor two decades at the Legal Assistance FoumdatiChicago,
where he supervised public benefits advocacy. Anhismbgonors, Mr. Bouman has received the Kutak-Bdrtize from
the National Legal Aid and Defender Associatiomnblinor Wisdom Public Service and Professionaksmard from the
American Bar Association's Litigation Section, @hilealth Advocate Award from the American Acadermediatrics,
and Excellence in Pro Bono and Public InterestiGe=Award from the United States District Court &sdleral Bar
Association. He serves on the boards of the Cbitagnsit Authority, the Donors' Forum of Chicagnog the Center for
Law and Social Policy in Washington DC. Mr. Bounigma graduate of Valparaiso University School afl

Mr. Robert B. Foster

Special Assistant, Office of the Regional Admirzigtr
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
61 Forsyth St., SW Suite 4T20

Atlanta, GA 30303-8909

Phone: (404) 562-1743

Email: Robert.Foster@cms.hhs.gov

Mr. Robert Foster is the Special Assistant to tegiéhal Administrator, for Centers for Medicare aedicaid Services in
Atlanta. He began his federal career in 1973 waitich Security in South Florida and after four geae transferred to the
Atlanta regional office to investigate Medicarauftacases. In the intervening years, Mr. Fostartgie years as an Office
of Inspector General (OIG) Special Agent in additio assignments in CMS'’s policy, budget, antidrand external
affairs, before moving to his current position @10. He is admitted to the bar in Georgia anchiember of the Bar's
Health Law Section. Mr. Foster holds a Bacheldkitd and Master in Education from the University/wginia and a
Juris Doctor from Georgia State University.



Dr. JoAnn Lamphere
Director, Health & Family
AARP

Phone: (202) 434-3952
Email: jlamphere@aarp.org

Dr. JoAnn Lamphere is Director of State Governnitziations at AARP, where she leads a team of &iyislexperts and
serves as a main advisor to AARP's 53 state aatldfices. She provides strategy and politicédignce to support
national and state legislative policies and piesiin areas of health care reform; long-term ses/and supports; effective,
quality health care; and prescription drug affoilitgb Dr. Lamphere rejoined AARP in 2006 aftenseg six years as a
senior consultant with The Lewin Group. Her prsi@sal experience also includes positions withdpha Center; the
Department of Health Policy and Management, Unityeo$ North Carolina at Chapel Hill; the New EngthMedical
Center, Boston; and the New York State Departmigiealth. Dr. Lamphere earned her doctorate intH&adlicy and
Management from Columbia University.

Special Luncheon Presentation: Federal Update

Ms. Mayra E. Alvarez

Director of Public Health Policy

Office of Health Reform

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave., SW

Washington, DC 20201

Phone: (202) 205-1424

E-mail: Mayra.Alvarez@hhs.gov

Ms. Mayra E. Alvarez is the Director of Public HedPolicy in the Office of Health Reform at the @ement of Health
and Human Services, where she has primary oversigponsibility for coordinated and timely implertaion of the

public health, prevention, and healthcare workf@aley provisions in the Affordable Care Act. Fmsly, Ms. Alvarez
served as a Legislative Assistant for Senator Diatbin (IL), the Majority Whip of the U.S. Senatehere she advised the
Senator and helped develop his legislative agendiealth issues. Prior to working in the offic&Sehator Durbin, she
served as a Legislative Assistant for then-Congi@ssn Hilda L. Solis, the chair of the Health Taskce for the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus. Ms. Alvarez begawbik in Washington D.C. as a David A. Winston lteRolicy
Fellow in the office of then-Senator Barack ObarBhe completed her graduate education at the SohBablic Health at
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill amek undergraduate education at the Universityatif@@nia at Berkeley.

Hearing Il — Laying the Foundation: Structuring In surance Exchanges

Hon. Luz Robles

Utah State Senator

1004 N. Morton Dr.

Salt Lake City, UT 84116
Phone: (801) 844-8389

Email: Irobles@utahsenate.org

The Honorable Luz Robles was elected to the Utatte Stenate in 2008, representing District 1. D526he was
appointed by Governor Jon Huntsman as the firgtdiir for the State Office of Ethnic Affairs to fmcon institutional
change in regards to state agencies and the setva@eprovide to the ethnic community of the stétdtah. In this
position, Senator Robles oversaw the Directoreefisian, Black, Hispanic/Latino and Pacific Islandffairs. She
currently works as Vice President for Zions Bankawing the Hispanic/Latino Market. Senator Rolde®mmitted to
finding equity and justice for all people and haxwsd in many capacities in different boards of panfit organizations and
other agencies. She currently serves on the boafisadalupe Schools, Kingsbury Hall, Primary Gleitds Medical
Center, Regence Caring Foundation, Utah HealtleyPBlioject, and on the College of Social and Beimal/Science
Advisory board for the University of Utah. Sherestt a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Maglkatd a Masters
degree in Public Administration from the UniversifyUtah.



Ms. Jennifer Tolbert

Director, State Health Reform
Kaiser Family Foundation
1330 G Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
Phone: (202) 654-1417

Email: JenniferT @kff.org

Ms. Jennifer Tolbert is an Associate Director wlith Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the UninsaretiDirector,
State Health Reform at the Kaiser Family Foundafitre heads a new initiative at the Foundationchoitor state
implementation of the health reform law. Ms. Tsttalso managesatehealthfacts.org, a source for state-level data on
over 600 key health topics, and directs researalyzng the impact of health reform on key stakdad, including states,
safety net providers, and low-income populatiorBrior to joining the Commission, she served ag\sistant Vice
President for Policy at the National AssociatioPablic Hospitals and Health Systems; and befaiestie worked in the
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning Bweluation at the Department of Health and Humami&s, where she
advised the Assistant Secretary on Medicaid anldi@his Health Insurance Program (CHIP) policy éssuMs. Tolbert
holds Masters’ degrees in Public Health and Se¢@k from the University of Michigan, and a BacheddArts degree
from the University of Virginia.

Ms. Carolyn Ingram

Senior Vice President

Center for Health Care Strategies, Inc.
200 American Metro Blvd.

Hamilton, NJ, 08619

Phone: (609) 528-8400

Email: cingram@chcs.org

Ms. Carolyn Ingram is Senior Vice President aiGkater for Health Care Strategies (CHCS). In thiis, she leads the
organization's efforts to help state agencies magiopportunities to improve care and coveragespted under health
reform. In particular, Ms. Ingram’s work focusesamsisting states in meeting the needs of the sigrapopulation and
developing the interface between Medicaid and ¢adthinsurance exchanges. She also oversees G to enhance
the leadership capacity of Medicaid directors aherdkey Medicaid stakeholders to effectively manaigd pursue
innovations in publicly financed care delivery.idPto joining CHCS, Ms. Ingram served as the daeof New Mexico's
Medicaid program from 2003 through 2010. Duringteaure, she made multiple program improvemeatsréisulted in
increased utilization of services and greater tyualicare, while at the same time containing peiogcosts and ensuring
fiscal accountability for the people of New Mexiderior to her appointment to head New Mexico MaidicMs. Ingram
served as a senior manager with the Lewin Grouprevshe worked with states on evaluating and igaegi health care
practices, technologies, and regulations. From-P883, she held several management positions viftbifNew Mexico
Human Services Department's Medicaid program, dimeduheading the Medicaid Contract Administratiarréau, and
managindsalud!, the state's Medicaid managed care program. litia@ddMs. Tolbert served as vice chair of the hiadil
Association for State Medicaid Directors and wak@inaugural class of Medicaid Leadership Irtstjta unique
leadership training program for Medicaid directwsrdinated by CHCS and funded by the Robert Wobdsbn
Foundation. She has a Bachelor's degree fromrihetdity of Puget Sound and is currently purs@indaster's degree.



Dr. Shelly B. Braun

Reform Initiatives Director

Utah Health Policy Director

Associate Professor, Westminster College
508 E. South Temple, Suite 45

Salt Lake City, UT 84102

Phone: (801) 433-2229, ext. 24

Email: shelly@healthpolicyproject.org

Dr. Shelly Braun brings over 20 years of experieagan educator of health and healthcare issties tdtah Health Policy
Project. In particular, she focuses her expertisarg#luence in areas characterized by vulneratypeifations—as a
practitioner working directly with people, a coriant on issues of public policy, and researchéeafthcare systems.
For the past 15, years Dr. Braun has been teaghitgrgraduate Cultural & Medical Anthropology cesrat the
University of Utah, Utah State University, and Wiisister College, while also conducting researchugbealth care and
serving as Academic Program Advisor and Intern€laiprdinator for the Behavioral Science and Heattlgiam at the
University of Utah. She has observed and partiegpat health care in Peru, Bolivia, Mexico, Nepalj Europe. Prior to
her academic pursuits, Dr. Braun spent almostéarsyas a Nutrition Educator for the Federal WIEcE Supplemental
Food Program in New York, Ohio, and Utah. Dr. Braolds a doctoral degree in Medical Anthropolagyfthe
University of Utah, and a Master of Science in Béglalth Services Administration and Medical Anttuiogly and a
Bachelor of Science degree in Clinical Dietetiod Bntrition Sciences.

Breakout Groups: Effective Governance: The Role obtrategic Partnerships and Coalition Building

Ms. Jaime R. Huff, Esq.

Manager of Governmental & Political Affairs
Southern California Edison

1201 K St., 1810

Sacramento, CA 95814

Phone: (916) 956-2905

Email: Jaime.Huff@sce.com

Ms. Jaime R. Huff is the Manager of GovernmentdlRalitical Affairs for Southern California EdisanSacramento,
California, where she works on legislative andtjpali matters for the company. She lobbied for S@arent company,
Edison International, in Washington, DC for alntest years. Ms. Huff is an attorney, licensed itif@aia, and has been
involved in legal and governmental relations sib@88. Her governmental experience began in 19%Bapitol Hill
where she worked as a staffer for two Californigr@sentatives. Ms. Huff served as a LegislativeGanuitol Director for
a California Assemblyman from 2005 to 2007. Slaetared corporate real estate law in Orange Coantginal law in
the McLennan County District Attorney’s office ieXas, and public interest law with the InstituteJigstice in
Washington, DC. Ms. Huff has also worked for thiigr Parliament in London, England, developing paign strategies
for various Member of Parliament. In her spare time serves on many political boards and assowatiaost notably for
organizations that help train women to seek apmeaints and run for elected office. Ms. Huff hasaatlor of Arts in
Political Science with a focus in Economics fromekiman University in Washington, DC, and a Jurigtote from
Baylor University School of Law in Texas.



Mr. Gaspar Laca

Director, Regional State Government Affairs
GlaxoSmithKline

11838 N. 137th Way

Scottsdale, AZ 85259

Phone: (480) 314-2050

Email: gaspar.x.laca@gsk.com

Mr. Gaspar Laca is a Regional State Governmentraftirector for GlaxoSmithKline, a research-bagkdrmaceutical
company. GlaxoSmithKline is one of the largestptaeutical companies in the world with over 99,60(ployees
worldwide and has operations in 100 countries. @mdr. Laca’s roles is tracking and dialoguingtwitolicy makers on
numerous issues dealing with the pharmaceuticastngd In addition, he is involved in building dibans in the states
with patient, Hispanic/Latino constituencies artdnest groups to achieve mutual health care pobgctives. Mr. Laca
graduated from the University of Texas at El Pambleas spent 25 years in the pharmaceutical iydassales, marketing
and government affairs.

Ms. Deborah Reyes

Representing Advance America

Common Ground Consulting, LLC

11800 Emerald Falls Drive

Austin, TX 78738

Phone: (512) 426 - 3017

Email: Deborah@CommonGroundConsulting.net

Ms. Deborah Reyes is the founder and principalash@on Ground Consulting, LLC. Over the past twaades, she has
worked with elected and appointed officials atealels of government providing strategic advice dinglction on a variety
of legislative, policy and public affairs issudds. Reyes is highly regarded by policymakers thinout the southwest
United States, where she has successfully impleaéoibbying and grassroots advocacy efforts onlbefhaer clients.
Prior to establishing Common Ground Consulting,veag the Vice President of Government Affairs fpublicly traded
financial services company where she directed leigisative efforts in Texas, New Mexico, Arizo@glorado and Puerto
Rico. Ms. Reyes also served as the Corporate @bteeal Hispanic Relations operative building armsite network of
political contacts with Hispanic leaders all acibgscountry. Her experience also includes dimgdtate legislative and
policy affairs on behalf of the Texas Water Devetept Board, the state agency charged with statematkr planning and
administration of low-cost financial programs foe fplanning and construction of water supply, wester treatment,
flood control and water conservation projects iRdée Currently, Ms. Reyes serves on the Busindssaéry Council of
the Board of Hispanic Caucus Chairs. She also<tiarLegislative Committee of the Consumer Sewili@nce of Texas
and is the Immediate Past-President of the Arigtmramunity Financial Services Association. Ms. Regarned her
Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science frohe TUniversity of Texas at San Antonio and her Mast&cience degree
in Community and Regional Planning from The Uniitgrsf Texas at Austin.
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Special Presentation: NALEO Educational Fund

Mr. Arturo Vargas

Executive Director

NALEO Educational Fund

1122 W. Washington Blvd, 3rd Fl.
Los Angeles, CA 90015

Phone: (213) 747-7606

Email: avargas@naleo.org

Mr. Arturo Vargas is the Executive Director of tiational Association of Latino Elected and Appaih@fficials and the
NALEO Educational Fund. Prior to joining NALEO, tas Vice President for Community Education and ie@#slicy of
the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educatibnatl where he supervised and directed MALDEF's canity
education and leadership development programspridispositions at MALDEF included Director of @edich and Policy
where he coordinated the organization’s 1991 méieg efforts which led to an historic increasdhie number of Latinos
serving in the California legislature. Before joiMALDEF, he was the senior education policy astady the National
Council of La Raza in Washington, D.C. He is domatlly recognized expert in Latino demographiads electoral
participation, voting rights, the Census, and tddigg. Mr. Vargas presently serves on the beafdZero Divide, the
Independent Sector, and the Alliance for a Betten@unity. He has received numerous awards indudispanic
Magazine’s Hispanic Achievement Award for Commusgrvice, the National Federation of Hispanic Owned
Newspapers’ Leadership Award and the National Aasono for Bilingual Education President’'s Awarde Has been
included in Hispanic Business Magazine’s List dd Hispanic Influentials twice, and has been nanmedad the 101 most
influential Latinos five times by Latino Leaders f¢aine. Mr. Vargas holds a Bachelor's degree stdry and Spanish
and a Master’s degree in Education from Stanforidtddsity.

Hearing IV- State Health Legislative Overview: Oppatunities and Challenges

Hon. Robert J. Rodriguez

New York State Assemblymember

55 E. 118 St.

New York, NY 10029

Phone: (212) 828-3953

Email: rodriguezri@assembly.state.ny.us

The Honorable Robert J. Rodriguez was electecetdldw York State Assembly in November 2010. Thinowg his work
on the community board and in his professional tifehas worked tirelessly to ensure that Easthteaind its surrounding
neighborhoods remain affordable for working farsiked senior citizens. Assemblymember Rodriguekedaio develop
infrastructure in East Harlem that ensures altlergs have access to the benefits of developmdmeaaive the variety of
cultural and social services they deserve. Heawasmber of the Board of Directors of the Upper hadiian
Empowerment Zone where he helped guide the disbergeof over $82 million in for-profit financing é$13 million in
grants for non-profit organizations in East Harledssemblymember Rodriguez also served on the baétte Terrence
Cardinal Cooke Community Advisory Board, Catholla@ties Community Services of New York, and hageskon the
Board of SCANNY, a youth and family services orgations located in East Harlem and the South Brétecholds a
Bachelor of Arts from Yale University and a MastéBusiness Administration from New York UniversiBefore being
elected, Assemblymember Rodriguez worked as aRfiesident of a minority-owned public finance firrhere he helped
municipalities raise money for development and ipwlabrks projects. He is also an emerging leadéte@New America
Alliance, and is a Council for Urban Professiori@egP) Fellow.
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Ms. Melissa Hansen

State Health Policy Specialist

National Conference of State Legislatures
7700 East First Place

Denver, CO 80230

Phone: (303) 856-1452

Email: Melissa.Hansen@ncsl.org

Ms. Melissa Hansen serves as a Senior Policy Sigefoa the Health Program at the National Confegeof State
Legislatures (NCSL), and has been with NCSL sifi# 2 Her portfolio includes policy issues relat@grimary care,
health disparities and Medicaid. Prior to joinbigGSL, Ms. Hansen worked as the Program ManagéndofAmerican
Council of Young Political Leaders (ACYPL). Stared her Master in Public Health degree from thler@do School
of Public Health.

Ms. Stephanie Ramirez

Director of Constituency Services-Health
NALEO Educational Fund

1122 W. Washington Blvd., Third Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90015

Phone: (213) 747-7606, ext. 4425
Email: sramirez@naleo.org

Ms. Stephanie Ramirez serves as a Director of Quersty Services for the NALEO Educational Fundhe NALEO
Educational Fund is the leading nonprofit orgairethat facilitates full Latino participation iheée American political
process, from citizenship to public service. Toal@f the Constituency Services department isdmpte the governance
and policymaking success of Latino elected andiapgbofficials. In her role, Ms. Ramirez is respible for the
development and implementation of NALEO's healthigggrogramming including national and Califortiased health
policy trainings and related programs. Prior tnifg the NALEO Educational Fund, Ms. Ramirez sdrae a research
intern at the Southern California Association o/&oments (SCAG), where she contributed to SCAG'sial State of
the Region Report and Report Card. She also sas/adesearch assistant at the Institute for Natisirategic Studies, in
Washington D.C., where she analyzed global andmagsecurity trends, focusing on Latin America part of the
Southwest Voter Registration & Education Projdut, eéxecuted a successful voter registration campaidy outh Vote
Project Coordinator at East Los Angeles Colleganduhe 2008 Presidential election. In 2010, she selected as a
fellow for the National Hispana Leadership Insétsi{NHLI) inaugural Advancing Latina Leaders infdgoofit Program.
A native of Los Angeles, Stephanie received hehBlac of Arts from the University of California Rtverside with a
double major in Latin American Studies and Polititeéience-International Affairs
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