Education is key to the middle class
Too many Americans lack the education needed to succeed

In the global economy.

Young adults who earn

a postsecondary degree 0
or certificate by age 26: 4 / 0

People of color: 1 90/ 0

0
From low-income households: 9 / 0

Percentage of adults who have obtained an associate degree or higher

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor. National Longitudinal Survey of Youth
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Educated citizens are tax-paying citizens

They also strengthen communities and our civic institutions.
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Higher levels of education lead to both higher levels of earnings for individuals
and higher tax revenues for federal, state, and local governments.

B Annual taxes paid

Not a HS HS Some college, Associate Bachelor's Master's Doctoral Professional
Graduate Graduate no degree degree degree degree degree degree

Note: Taxes paid include federal income, Social Security, Medicare, state and local income, sales,
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Students have changed

75% of students are ‘nontraditional’ — they meet one
of these criteria...

...they’re
financially on
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