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ÅThe Needs of Young Children 

ÅWhere Children Are in Child 

Care and Early Education 

ÅEarly Childhood: A Fragmented 

System 

ÅPolicy Recommendations 
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The Needs of Young 

Children  
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ÅStrong families with adequate income, time, 

flexibility, parenting information and support 

ÅAccess to health care (screening, medical home, 

health insurance) 

ÅQuality early learning experiences 

ÅHealthy and supportive communities 
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Source: Early Childhood Systems Working Group 
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Source: US Census 
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Source: National Center for Children in Poverty 

Risk factors include any 

combination of the 

following: single parent, 

living in poverty, 

linguistically isolated, 

parents have less than a 

high school education, and 

parents have no paid 

employment. 
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Where Children Are in Child 

Care and Early Education 
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Source: National Center for Education Statistics, 2005 National Household Education Survey. 
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Source: Urban Institute calculations from 1997 National Survey of Families.  Capizzano, J., & Adams, G. 

(2000). The Hours that Children under Five Spend in Child Care. Washington, DC: The Urban Institute. 



www.clasp.org 

18

11 9

60

2

16 14

4

62

3

27

16

6

49

1
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

No regular 
arrangement

Relative care Non-relative 
care

Center-based 
care

Multiple 
Arrangements 

Primary Care Arrangements for Children,  Age 4

White, non-Hispanic

Black

Hispanic

13 

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics.  
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ÅIncome, maternal employment, and parental education 

levels are greatest predictors of use of center-based 

care. 

ÅResearch on immigrant families finds that nearly all the 

gap in participation is explained by socioeconomic 

barriers. 

ÅSupply of center-based care and preschool is generally 

lower in Latino and recent immigrant communities. 

ÅEnglish language proficiency makes it more difficult for 

some parents to access programs. 
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ÅMost child care workers (79 percent) and 

preschool/Kindergarten teachers (81 percent) 

are White, non-Hispanic. 

ÅLanguage capacity of early childhood workers 

varies, no national data. 

ÅMinority providers may face barriers accessing 

training or higher education. 

ÅFew early childhood policies explicitly address 

race/culture/language. 
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Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2007; Saluja, et al., ñDemographic Characteristics of Early Childhood Teachers and Structural Elements of Early Care 

and Education in the United States.ò 
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ÅChildrenôs cultural identities and language skills 

are developing during the early years. 

ÅCultural and linguistic continuity between home 

and child care is essential for healthy 

development.  

ÅThere is an overrepresentation of minority 

children in poverty and at-risk. 

ÅSkills developed in early childhood build the 

foundation for life-long learning, reduce the 

achievement gap. 
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ÅIncrease responsiveness to diverse children, 

families, and providers. 

ÅBuild capacity to address the needs of diverse 

children and providers. 

ÅExpand linkages to comprehensive services, 

including medical services, parent education, 

and family economic supports. 
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Early Childhood: A 

Fragmented System 
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Å Head Start/Early Head Start 

Å Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) 

Å TANF 

Å IDEA 

Å Title I and Title III of ESEA 

Å WIC 

Å Child and Adult Care Food Program 

Å Medicaid/SCHIP 

Å Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge 

Å Home Visiting 

Å State pre-kindergarten 

Å Public/private partnerships 

Å Taxes and tax credits 
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ÅHead Start serves 51 percent of 

eligible preschoolers and less 

than 3 percent of eligible infants 

and toddlers in Early Head Start. 

ÅChild care subsidies serve 17 

percent of eligible children. 

 
 

 

 

Source: HS analysis by NWLC; CCDBG analysis by HHS. 
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ÅLatino children comprise 

Á20 percent of children served 

in CCDBG (0-13) 

Á36 percent of children served 

in Head Start (0-5) 

 

 

 
Source: Office of Child Care and Head Start PIR 2009. 
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