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Objective

To understand conflict of interest

scenarios by reviewing current

events, thereby promoting

ñgood governmentò.



Todayôs Landscape



Headlines

AlvaradoSmith



Lack of Public Confidence in Government
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Case Studies



South Gate

ÅñBullyò Elected Official vs. Weak Administration
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City of Bell

ÅñBullyò Administrator vs. Uniformed Elected 

Officials
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Prince Georgeôs

County

ÅHeadline: Prince 
George's County 
Executive Jack B. 
Johnson and his wife 
arrested (November 12)

"The Johnson's were 
arrested November 12 
after they were 
overheard on a wiretap 
plotting to flush a 
$100,000 check from a 
developer down a toilet 
and hide $79,600 in 
Leslie Johnson's bra."
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Since taking office in 

2002, Johnson has been 

criticized for doling out 

government contracts to 

friends.  An investor in 

the Greenbelt project 

whose office also was 

raided during the 

investigation, held a 

$500-a-head fundraiser 

for Johnson in 2002.
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éa family affair

ÅLeslie E. Johnson was 

elected to Prince 

George's County 

Council on November 

2. She was arrested 

Nov. 12 at the same 

time as her 

husband. She had 

recently retired as a 

D.C. Administrative Law 

Judge. Her colleagues 

are demanding that she 

not be sworn in. 
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And, now to face the scrutiny of the publicé



Lessons Learned



Public Expectations

Å Service above Self

Å Promote Community & Civic Participation

Å Transparency that Enhances Public Trust

Å Articulate Basis for Vote
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Recognize Outside Influences

Elected

Officials

Good Government
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Its Never a Question of Intenté

Å No one comes into office with the intent of 

being dishonest

Å Butésmall inconsequential actions can lead to 

disaster
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