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INTRODUCES RESOLUTION TO CONDEMN AND HALT PROPOSED USCIS NATURALIZATION FEE INCREASE 
[Insert City, State] –Today, [insert elected official’s name] introduced a resolution condemning the fee increase proposed by Unites States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), which would raise the costs for starting the naturalization process from $400 to $675.  The exorbitant fee hike, which may go into effect in June, will put the dream of U.S. citizenship beyond the reach of our [jurisdiction’s] newcomers.

According to [elected official], “Our [jurisdiction’s] legal permanent residents are making valuable contributions to the economic, social and civic life of our community.  I am introducing this resolution because the proposed price tag on naturalization creates an unfair obstacle for these hardworking, taxpaying newcomers who are eager to become U.S. citizens.”   

Naturalization fees have been increasing dramatically since 1991, when newcomers paid $90 to apply for U.S. citizenship.  These increases are a result of a fundamentally flawed system of financing immigration services, which requires the USCIS to rely almost exclusively on application fees to fund the delivery of services to immigrants.  The USCIS is justifying the fee hike on the basis of its need to pay for major infrastructure and service improvements.

[Elected official] stated, “Our system for funding immigration services should be a partnership where applicants pay a reasonable fee for quality service.  That is why I am urging 
President George W. Bush and the U.S. Congress to supplement fee revenues by providing appropriations to cover costs of USCIS expenses such as infrastructure investments, process enhancements and capital improvements.  It is also critical that the Director of the USCIS immediately provide the President and Congress with accurate information to determine the amount of federal appropriations that would be needed to enable the USCIS to pay for these expenses without raising the naturalization fee.” 

The proposed increase would have a particularly severe impact on newcomer families who are working tirelessly to save up the money required to pay the current $400 naturalization application cost.  Family members often want to pursue U.S. citizenship together, and with the increase proposed by the USCIS, a family of four would confront a bill amounting to $2,700.  According to [elected official], “The current application fee is already an ‘economic wall’ that makes it difficult for newcomer families with limited resources to reach the American Dream, and the proposed fee will make that wall an even greater barrier.” 
“Naturalization benefits our nation and [jurisdiction] as a whole,” concluded [elected official.]  My resolution recognizes that the participation of naturalized U.S. citizens enriches the civic life of our community by adding new and vibrant voices to our democracy.  We must not lose the opportunity to keep our democracy strong and vital by placing an unfair price tag on the American Dream.” 
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