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3:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Summit Registration

6:00 – 6:30 p.m.

Summit Welcome Remarks:  Introduction & Program Overview



Opening Remarks:  The State of Latino Education
An educated society is critical to a strong democracy and Latino voters agree, often citing education as a top policy issue.  Hence, for the fourth year in a row, the NALEO Educational Fund brings education practitioners, researchers and leading policymakers together in the nation’s capital to address the state of Latino education.  The three day annual convening commences with opening remarks on the economic, social and political importance of accelerating Latino student success throughout the preschool to graduate studies (P-20) education pipeline.
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Opening Reception



Welcome remarks from NALEO leadership, as well as recognition of sponsors and 



convening partners.
Tuesday, September 23, 2008 
7:30 – 8:00 a.m.
Summit Registration and Breakfast
8:00 – 8:30 a.m.
Travel to U.S. Capitol for Latino Legislative Hearing on Pre-K and the Early Grades
8:30 – 8:45 a.m.

Legislative Hearing Welcome Remarks - House Ways & Means Committee Room, 



Longworth House Office Building
8:45 – 9:00 a.m.

Co-Chair Opening Remarks and Legislative Introductions
9:00 – 10:15 a.m.
Panel I – The Importance of Pre-K and the Early Grades (pre-k to 3rd) for Latinos:  Dispelling Myths, Reviewing Facts
The years from pre-k to 3rd grade are critical to a child’s development.  Research shows that if the gains of quality pre-k are to be sustained, there must be an educational bridge that aligns what is taught and learned across grades.  Without consistent support in their primary years, many children fall behind, drop out of high school, and join the nation’s underclass.  In an effort to avoid these dire outcomes, states are adopting a pre-k to 3rd grade approach.  This approach shifts the focus from preparing children only for kindergarten to ensuring academic progress is cumulatively maintained and all children have the strongest foundation to succeed in school and in life.  
This panel of experts will provide state legislators with a national overview and summary of research findings and facts related to Latinos and pre-k to 3rd grade.  Specifically, new research shows that children, particularly English Language Learners (ELLs), in pre-k to 3rd grade would have the advantage of six years of continuous education with a curriculum integrating standards, consistent instructional methods, and ongoing assessments of their progress.
10:15 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
High School Equity Advocacy on Hill



CHSE Education Champions spokesperson training session with Vanguard 




Communications and advocacy visits to Congressional offices. 
10:15 – 11:30 a.m.
Panel II – Programs That Work:  Case Studies of Various State Approaches

With Latino children comprising one of the largest and fastest growing segments of the U.S. population, experiencing high-quality pre-kindergarten, and early elementary school education are critical to every student’s increased academic achievement and lifelong success.  
The experts on this panel will provide state legislators with individual case studies of how the pre-k to 3rd grade approach is working in different states across the country.  
11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Panel III – Approaches to Funding Pre-K to 3rd at the State Level
Research shows that many Latino children enter kindergarten significantly behind their classmates in reading and math.  It has also been found that high-quality pre-k can narrow the disparities between Latino children and their classmates.  Unfortunately, only 40 percent of Latino three-to-five year olds are enrolled in pre-k given challenges such as affordability and lack of information about program options.  As evidence mounts on how high-quality pre-k and early elementary education are vital to every young child’s experience along the educational pipeline, it is imperative that Latinos have access to such programs and services.  

As state legislators develop policy recommendations and programs that can effectively meet the needs of Latino children and families, the experts on this panel will provide testimony for state legislators on how they can fund these services given the recent economic downturn and budgetary constraints.    

12:15 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.
Moderated Strategy Session, Comments & Adjournment
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Capitol Luncheon
3:00 p.m.

Departure for Doubletree Hotel
Wednesday, September 24, 2008
7:30 – 8:30 a.m.

Registration & Breakfast
8:30 a.m.

Plenary Remarks:  Latino Student Achievement and School Wellness



A brief overview of the critical health issues facing schools and the role Latino 




policymakers can play in shaping healthy schools that support the academic achievement 



and success of all students.
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Session I – English Language Learner Success in the Middle School Years



According to the Center for Applied Linguistics, there are more than 1.5 million English 



Language Learners (ELLs) beyond the elementary grades.  Ensuring access to quality 



educational opportunities to propel ELL students into and beyond the middle school years 


is essential as ELLs encounter an increasingly rigorous curriculum at the high school 



level.  This session will highlight effective policies, best practices and model programs 



working to ensure Latino ELLs successfully move through the P-20 pipeline, from 



attaining English language proficiency to making annual yearly progress in core 




academic content areas.
10:30 – Noon
Session II – Redesigning the American High School:  Providing Latino Students with Excellent School Leaders and Teachers

The nation’s public high schools are graduating only half of their African American and American Indian students and just over 50 percent of Latino students.  Many of the high schools that serve Latinos and other students of color have challenges that require strong and effective school leaders and teachers.  However, secondary schools designated as needing improvement tend to have fewer school resources and poorer working conditions.  This session will provide policymakers with a framework for school leader and teacher effectiveness, as well as recommendations for recruitment and retention of the excellent leaders and teachers Latino students need to succeed. 
Noon – 1:30 p.m.
Keynote Luncheon - Latino Education in the Age of No Child Left Behind
2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Session III – Increasing Latino College Participation:  K-12 and Higher Education Partnership Case Study
The Compact for Success is an education reform partnership between the Sweetwater Union High School District and San Diego State University (SDSU).  Sweetwater is the largest secondary district in California and 78% of the District’s students are Latino.  The partnership was established in 1999 to address the low rate of college enrollment and completion by district area graduates.  As partners, the university and the school district have worked to improve college readiness, access, and completion of their students.  The program ensures admission to SDSU for students who reach the program's specified benchmarks, starting in seventh grade.  This session will present the state and local policies that build an effective guaranteed admission program and the diverse partnerships necessary to maintain their success.
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.
P-20 Strategy Sessions

Participants will be separated into strategy groups.  In each group, participants will work to examine what they can do within their sphere of influence to strengthen the P-20 educational pipeline in their communities/districts/jurisdictions.
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Dinner & Closing Address
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