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LOS ANGELES DARFUR OBSERVANCE
May 20th 2007, 4 P.M.

FIRST AME CHURCH

What: The Los Angeles Darfur Observance is a city-wide ecumenical event open to all religious and ethnic constituencies. The goal of the event is to raise awareness about the current situation in Darfur and to encourage Angelinos to help stop the genocide. 
Who: The main organizers of the event are City of Los Angeles, American Jewish Committee, First AME Church and Jewish World Watch.
Program: The event will feature Los Angeles Mayor Villaraigosa as the keynote speaker, and other high visibility speakers that include clergy, entertainment industry and media personalities and others who have traveled to Darfur and can testify about the situation on the ground. It will feature speeches, as well as the performance of FAME’s choir, video and photographs that show the situation in Darfur, and an interfaith invocation and prayer. The keynote address will include a call to action, to be followed by distribution of cards listing the actions that individuals can take to help stop the genocide. We will also coordinate raising of funds for a specific project that will benefit the people of Darfur living in displacement and refugee camps. 

Call-to-Action: In order to help stop the genocide and act on the words “Never Again” and “Do Not Stand Idly By”, conscious citizens need to come together and speak out against the atrocities. They need to send a strong message to their government: the genocide must be stopped. President Bush called what is happening in Darfur “genocide”, yet not enough is being done to change the current situation.
On May 20th Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa will call Angelinos to action during his keynote address. Participants of the event will also receive postcards addressed to Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and Nancy Pelosi to sign, and will be given a list of possible actions that are listed below. 
We advocate for: 

· HUMANITARIAN AID
Increase of American Humanitarian Aid to Darfur;


· HYBRID AU/UN FORCES IN DARFUR
Implementation of the UN General Assembly Resolution which makes “the right to be protected” reality for the people of Darfur, by deploying a strong contingent of UN Peace keepers as authorized by the UN Security Council in September 2006;


· TARGETED SANCTIONS
Application of targeted sanctions that would freeze international assets of Sudanese leaders whom the UN has already listed as involved in the genocide and work with EU and other nations to do the same.

We will call individuals to take the following actions:
· SEND LETTERS
Send letters and postcards to President Bush and Secretary General Ban Ki-moon with the issues listed above;

· CONTACT REPRESENTATIVES
Contact their representatives in Congress pressuring to pass appropriate legislation according to the issues listed above by checking their voting record and contacting them through http://www.darfurscores.org/;

· DIVEST
Make sure that their retirement accounts or mutual funds are not invested in companies whose profits are directly funding Sudan’s genocide. One can do it by going to the www.sudandivestment.org and finding out which companies and mutual funds are actually helping fund or enabling the atrocities;

· STAY INFORMED
Go to any of these sites regularly for updates on the Darfur crisis:  www.jewishworldwatch.org, www.ajws.org, www.savedarfur.org, www.sudandivestment.org, www.crisisgroup.org.

· EDUCATE
Bring a speaker to your church, synagogue, mosque, community group, school, youth group, business or organization to learn about the Darfur genocide;

· KEEP DARFUR ON THE RADAR SCREEN OF YOUR COMMUNTIY
Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper indicating why the issue is important to you and your community. Send an email to the major television news networks and ask them to provide more coverage of the situation in Darfur. Include Darfur in your blog, add a link to a Darfur organization to your website.
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