
 
 

2010 Survey of Latino Registered Voters in Four Key States – Select Top-lines 

June 14 - 22, 2010 
 

2008 Participation and Preference 
  
1. Voted in the Presidential election on November 4th, 2008 CA  CO  FL  TX ALL 
Yes 87.9 93.0 92.8 81.4 88.9 
No 10.8 6.4 6.1 16.2 9.8 
DK/NA 1.3 0.6 1.1 1.8 1.2 
Refused 0.0   0.6 0.1 
 
2. Vote choice in the 2008 election for President 
Barack Obama 74.0 72.1 48.3 63.1 63.7 
John McCain 17.1 16.4 38.5 20.8 24.1 
Another Candidate 0.4 2.6 1.4 1.8 1.6 
Don’t Remember/DK 4.1 1.0 3.4 1.8 2.6 
Refused  4.5 7.9 8.3 12.4 8.0 
 
 
Approval Ratings 
 
3. President Obama  CA  CO  FL  TX ALL 
Strongly approve 40.0 35.5 31.8 39.3 36.6 
Somewhat approve 30.8 30.0 26.8 26.3 28.4 
Somewhat disapprove  8.8  12.5 8.3 13.0 10.6 
Strongly disapprove  11.3 12.5 18.3 11.5 13.4 
No opinion  7.5 7.8 11.5 6.3 8.3 
DK/NA 1.3 1.5 2.5 2.8 2.0 
Refused 0.5 0.3 0.5 1.0 0.7 
 
4. Congress 
Strongly approve 14.2 10.0 10.5 14.2 12.3 
Somewhat approve 32.3 28.2 27.3 29.8 29.4 
Somewhat disapprove  18.8 27.0 18.3 20.5 21.1 
Strongly disapprove  19.8 24.3 26.0 22.0 23.0 
No opinion  10.8 6.3 12.8 8.3 9.5 
DK/NA 3.5 4.3 4.8 4.8 4.3 
Refused 0.8 0.0 0.5 0.5 0.4 
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5. Direction the country is headed in right now?   CA  CO  FL  TX ALL 
Right direction 32.8 35.8 33.3 41.8 35.9 
Wrong direction 28.0 28.5 28.0 24.8 27.3 
Staying the same 32.3 27.8 32.0 25.5 29.4 
DK 6.0 8.0 6.0 7.2 6.8 
Refused 1.0 0.0 0.8 0.8 0.6 
 
6. Challenges Latinos face compared to other groups in the U.S. 
A lot more challenges 56.5 46.3 39.5 47.8 47.5 
Somewhat more challenges 12.8 18.0 17.0 19.8 16.9 
Just as many challenges 15.3 29.0 31.5 18.5 23.6 
Fewer challenges 10.8 5.5 7.8 8.5 8.1 
DK 3.8 1.0 3.5 5.3 3.4 
Refused 1.0 0.3 0.8 0.3 0.6 
 
7. Party Identification 
 Republican 13.8 10.3 29.8 12.3 16.5 
 Democrat 58.3 61.0 35.8 61.0 54.0 
 Independent 10.3 17.8 19.8 12.3 15.0 
 Other party 1.0 0.3 0.5 0.8 0.6 
 Do not think in these terms  9.0 6.8 10.5 8.8 8.8 
 Don't know 5.0 4.0 2.0 2.5 3.3 
 Refused 2.8 0.0 1.8 2.5 1.8 
 
[IF 7 = 1 OR 2] 
7a. Do you consider yourself to be a strong or not so strong 
Strong partisan  61.1 69.1 59.5 60.5 62.6 
Not so strong partisan  37.8 30.5 37.4 37.8 35.9 
Don't know  1.0 0.4 1.8 1.7 1.1 
Refused 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.1 
 
[IF 7 = 3 - 99] 
7b. If you had to pick, do you think of yourself as closer to the Republican or Democratic Party? 
Republican 19.6 11.3 22.5 22.6 19.1 
Democrat  28.6 43.5 37.7 33.0 35.9 
Neither 27.7 23.5 19.6 20.8 22.7 
Other party  1.8 1.7 2.2 5.7 2.8 
Don't know 21.4 13.9 12.3 12.3 14.9 
Refused 0.9 6.1 5.8 5.7 4.7 
 
7. Party Identification (7 Point Scale) 
 Strong Republican 9.0 7.6 21.2 7.2 11.3 
 Weak Republican 5.2 2.8 9.2 5.4 5.6 
 Lean Republican 5.7 3.3 6.1 6.5 5.4 
 Independent 11.4 11.9 13.8 8.8 11.5 
 Lean Democrat 8.3 12.7 13.3 9.0 10.8 
 Weak Democrat 23.8 19.5 17.9 24.5 21.4 
 Strong Democrat 36.5 42.3 18.6 38.5 34.0 
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2010 Elections 
 
8. Self-reported likelihood of voting   CA  CO  FL  TX ALL 
Definitely 62.7 62.3 60.8 58.5 61.1 
More than 50% certain 10.5 11.8 8.5 15.0 11.4 
50 - 50 chance will vote  6.8 6.0 9.5 8.0 7.6 
Have not decided  13.5 12.3 15.0 9.5 12.6 
Don't plan to vote  5.5 7.0 3.3 6.3 5.5 
DK/NA  1.0 0.8 3.0 2.8 1.9 
 
9. How closely following the 2010 midterm elections race?   
 Very closely 23.0 20 18.9 22.5 21.5 
 Somewhat closely  34.0 29.3 34.3 33.8 32.3 
 Not too closely  32.0 35.5 32.0 26.8 31.3 
 Not at all  10.3 14.5 12.6 15.5 13.5 
 DK 0.8 0.8 2.3 1.5 1.4 
 Refuse 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.1 
 
10, 10a, 11. Preference for Governor 
  CA  CO  FL_a FL_b  TX 
Meg Whitman CA 15 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Jerry Brown CA 48.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Scott McInnis CO N/A 16.8  N/A N/A N/A 
John Hickenlooper CO N/A 59.3 N/A N/A N/A 
Bill McCollum FL_a N/A N/A 21.5 N/A N/A 
Alex Sink FL_a N/A N/A 28.2 N/A N/A 
Rick Scott FL_b N/A N/A N/A 19.3 N/A 
Alex Sink FL_b N/A N/A N/A 32.8 N/A 
Rick Perry TX N/A N/A N/A N/A 23.3 
Bill White TX N/A N/A N/A N/A 61.3 
Undecided 18.0 13.3 25.3 22.5 11.3 
No candidate interests me 7.5 5.8 11.5 13.5 1.3 
DK/NA 9.8 4.0 12.3 11.0 1.5 
Refused 1.0 1.0 1.3 1.0 1.5 
 
Candidate for Governor(Republican) reaching out to Latino voters 
12a. Meg Whitman CA 
12a. Scott McInnis CO 
12a. Bill McCollum FL_a 
12a. Rick Scott FL_b 
12a. Rick Perry TX 
  CA  CO  FL_a FL_b  TX 
Making an effort 10.5 11.3 8.6 5.0 19.0 
 Making somewhat of an effort  15.3 18.3 16.5 11.3 28.7 
 Not making an effort 17.8 19.0 11.0 12.3 16.5 
 Not interested  22.8 14.2 15.3 20.3 14.0 
 DK/NA  29.0 35.0 48.5 50.7 20.5 
 Refused  4.8 2.3 0.3 0.5 1.3 
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Candidate for Governor (Democrat) reaching out to Latino voters 
12b. Jerry Brown CA 
12b.John Hickenlooper CO 
12b.Alex Sink FL 
12b. Bill White TX 
 CA  CO  FL  TX 
 Making an effort 20.8 27.5 10.5 27.5 
 Making somewhat of an effort  21.0 21.0 19.8 29.0 
 Not making an effort 11.3 12.0 9.0 6.5 
 Not interested  11.3 9.5 12.0 4.0 
 DK/NA  31.5 27.8 48.5 32.3 
 Refused  4.3 2.3 0.3 0.8 
 
13a. Preference for Senator (Election) 
 CA  CO  FL  TX 
Carly Fiorina (R) CA 16.3    
Barbara Boxer CA 61.0    
Ken Buck (R) CO  6.3 
Tom Wiens (R) CO  1.5 
Michael Bennet (D) CO  37.5 
Andrew Romanoff (D) CO  31.3 
Marco Rubio (R) FL   35.0  
Kendrick Meek  (D) FL   17.3  
Charlie Crist (I) FL   34.8  
Undecided  12.5 13.0 5.3  
No candidate interests me  2.8 2.3 3.0  
DK/NA  6.5 7.2 4.3  
Refused  1.0 1.0 0.5  
 
 
15. U.S. Senate Candidates (Republican/Independent) reaching out to Latino voters  
Carly Fiorina CA 
Ken Buck CO_a       
Tom Wiens CO_b       
Marco Rubio FL_a        
Charlie Crist (I) FL_b 
  CA  CO_a CO_b  FL_a FL_b 
Making an effort 13.3 9.8 7.3 38.3 34.0 
Making somewhat of an effort  19.8 11.5 11.5 19.3 28.0 
Not making an effort 13.5 12.8 15.8 7.5 11.0 
Not interested  19.5 13.3 11.8 13.3 10.3 
DK/NA  33.0 48.3 48.1 21.8 16.5 
Refused  1.0 4.5 5.5 0.0 0.3 
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15. U.S. Senate Candidates (Democrat) reaching out to Latino voters  
Barbara Boxer CA 
Michael Bennet CO_a      
Andrew Romanoff CO_b  
Kendrick Meek FL 
  CA  CO_a CO_b FL 
Making an effort 25.5 18.8 19.5 9.5 
Making somewhat of an effort  30.5 27.0 22.8 16.8 
Not making an effort 6.5 7.8 9.3 9.5 
Not interested  11.5 10.5 7.8 14.2 
DK/NA  23.5 33.0 39.0 50.0 
Refused  2.5 3.0 1.8 0.0 
 
 
16. Preference for U.S. House of Representatives (Election) 
  CA  CO FL TX ALL 
 Democrat 60.5 71.1 43.3 63.5 59.6 
 Republican 15.3 12.3 36.8 18.3 20.7 
 Other party 2.0 1.8 1.5 0.0 1.3 
 DK/NA 19.8 13.6 17.0 17.3 16.9 
 Refused 2.5 1.3 1.5 1.0 1.6 
 
 
Q17. Issue most important to you in deciding whom to vote for in 2010 General Election 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
 Budget deficits 4.3 7.0 4.0 5.8 5.3 
Cost of living/underemployment 5.5 7.8 7.8 10.5 7.9 
Unemployment  19.8 13.5 15.8 12.3 15.3 
Regulating wall street 0.8 0.0 2.0 0.3 0.8 
Housing Market 0.0 0.3 0.5 0.0 0.2 
War [in Afghanistan OR Iraq] 3.3 2.3 1.0 3.0 2.4 
Healthcare 4.5 9.5 9.0 6.5 7.4 
Education 6.5 5.0 8.0 5.0 6.1 
The Environment 1.0 1.3 1.5 0.3 1.0 
Immigration 33.3 22.0 23.5 27.5 26.6 
Taxes 0.5 0.3 1.3 1.3 0.8 
Energy 0.3 0.3 0.3 1.0 0.4 
Terrorism/Security 0.0 1.0 1.8 1.8 1.1 
Crime 1.0 0.3 0.3 2.3 0.9 
Other 6.3 9.8 13.3 9.3 9.6 
DK/NA 13.3 19.5 10.3 13.3 14.1 
Refused 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.3 0.2 
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Q18. Greatest challenges facing the current immigration system 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Illegal entry to U.S. 15.3 19.5 23.3 17.0 18.8 
Undocumented workers taking U.S. jobs 4.5 1.3 4.3 3.3 3.3 
Not enough enforcement of deportation orders 5.5 4.3 2.3 1.5 3.4 
Too much deportation/raids 13.5 9.0 6.0 23.8 13.1 
Depression/lowering of wages 1.3 2.0 0.3 0.5 1.0 
Limited path to citizenship for undocumented  10.8 9.5 8.8 8.0 9.3 
Limited options for legal immigration 8.5 4.5 7.0 5.8 6.4 
Lack of higher education opportunities for undocumented 2.3 0.3 1.0 0.8 1.1 
Other  21.5 20.8 34.0 21.5 24.4 
DK/NA 16.8 25.5 12.5 17.0 17.9 
Refused 0.3 3.5 0.8 1.0 1.4 
 
Q19. Most important element that an immigration reform law should include  
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Border security 5.0 10.1 6.0 13.3 8.6 
Penalizing employers who hire undocumented 0.5 2.0 0.5 2.0 1.3 
More deportation of undocumented immigrants 0.3 0.0 2.5 0.8 0.9 
Path to citizenship for undocumented immigrants 12.3 11.8 11.0 10.3 11.3 
Path to citizenship for undocumented immigrants who 22.8 21.6 16.8 15.0 19.0 
        have obeyed the laws of this country  
Make it easier to petition for relatives/visas for family  7.8 4.5 4.0 4.3 5.1 
Educational opportunities /DREAM Act 7.0 2.8 5.0 3.5 4.6 
Guest worker program 2.8 1.0 2.5 2.3 2.1 
Other  13.5 15.3 26.3 14.5 17.4 
DK/NA 27.0 30.2 25.5 33.3 29.0 
Refused 1.3 0.8 0.0 1.0 0.8 
 
20. Immigration effect on likelihood of voting in November 
   CA CO FL TX ALL  
Certain 23.5 21.3 22.3 24.0 22.8 
A lot more likely  29.5 24.0 25.8 26.3 26.4 
Somewhat more likely 9.8 7.5 7.3 6.3 7.7 
Somewhat less likely 2.5 1.8 1.5 3.0 2.2 
A lot less likely  1.8 1.8 1.5 1.5 1.6 
Not likely at all  1.3 1.0 1.5 2.3 1.5 
No difference 28.0 39.0 34.3 30.0 32.8 
DK/NA 3.8 3.8 5.5 6.8 4.9 
Refused  0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.1 
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21. If a political party or candidate took a position on immigration that you disagreed with, how likely would you be 
to vote against that political party or candidate even if you agreed with that party on most other issues?  
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
 Certain 14.3 14.3 19.3 17.0 16.2 
 Very likely  22.5 18.8 19.8 21.3 20.6 
 Somewhat likely  12.0 22.5 20.5 13.8 17.2 
 Not too likely  17.0 13.8 14.5 11.8 14.3 
 Not likely at all  16.3 18.5 10.5 13.8 14.8 
 DK/NA  11.3 9.3 9.3 12.3 10.5 
 Refused  6.8 3.0 6.3 10.3 6.6 
 
22. Do you think that if more Latinos/Hispanics vote in this election it 
    will increase the chances that the Congress and the President will pass 
    comprehensive immigration reform?  
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
 Certain  35.3 34.3 38.5 35.5 35.9 
 Very likely  27.5 19.3 20.5 27.0 23.6 
 Somewhat likely  16.0 19.5 16.5 12.0 16.0 
 Not too likely  16.0 19.5 16.5 12.0 16.0 
 Not likely at all  7.0 11.0 9.0 11.0 9.5 
 DK/NA  10.5 11.5 7.3 5.3 8.6 
 Refused  0.8 0.0 0.3 4.0 1.3 
 
 
SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 
 
30. Political Ideology 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL  
Liberal 35.9 31.5 26.6 29.8 30.9 
Moderate 20.4 19.6 28.5 25.3 23.6 
Conservative 43.7 48.9 44.8 44.9 45.4 
 
National Origin 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Mexican 59.0 26.6 4.3 40.8 32.6 
Mexican-American 22.5 34.8 2.5 42.5 25.6 
Salvadoran 4.5 0.5 0.3 1.5 1.7 
Guatemalan 2.3 1.5 0.8 0.5 1.3 
Colombian 1.0 0.0 9.3 0.3 2.6 
Dominican 0.0 0.0 3.3 0.5 0.9 
Other Central American 1.8 3.3 5.8 1.5 3.1 
South American 0.8 1.3 6.3 2.5 2.7 
Cuban 1.8 1.0 40.5 1.0 11.1 
Puerto Rican 0.8 4.5 21.8 0.3 6.8 
Other Hispanic [SPECIFY] 3.8 17.5 4.5 5.8 7.9 
DK\NA 1.0 4.5 0.8 2.0 2.1 
Refused 1.0 4.5 0.3 1.0 1.7 
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Age 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL  
18-24 10.0 9.1 5.7 6.6 7.8 
25-34 10.0 12.5 7.5 7.7 9.4 
35-44 13.5 12.2 16.8 9.0 12.9 
45-54 22.4 19.3 14.5 17.9 18.5 
55-64 22.1 22.7 17.9 20.3 20.7 
65 and over 22.1 24.2 37.6 38.5 30.7 
 
Nativity 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Born in the US or Puerto Rico  29.5 73.8 32.8 54.5 47.6 
Naturalized 70.0 26.2 66.5 44.3 51.8 
Refused 0.5 0.0 0.8 1.3 0.6 
 
 
Which of your relatives were born outside of the United States? 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Parents  64.4 21.6 51.9 46.2 40.5 
 Grand Parents  17.8 17.2 10.7 26.0 18.8 
 Great Grand Parents  11.9 13.2 6.9 12.1 11.6 
 Earlier than GGP  2.5 29.4 6.9 6.3 14.7 
 DK/NA  1.7 15.9 16.8 9.4 12.0 
 Refused  1.7 2.7 6.9 0.0 2.5 
 
 
 Frequency of contact with Immigrants 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
 Every day 45.2 36.8 41.3 33.0 37.3 
 Frequently  19.0 18.2 34.9 27.4 22.9 
 Not so frequently  23.8 13.4 12.7 15.1 14.7 
 Rarely  9.5 14.7 6.3 15.1 13.1 
 Not at all  2.4 15.2 3.2 6.6 10.2 
 DK/NA  0.0 0.4 0.0 2.8 0.9 
 Refused  0.0 1.3 1.6 0.0 0.9 
 
How many people over the age of 18 live in your household? 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Single Adult Household 12.7 23.4 23.6 24.5 21.1 
2-3 Adults 58.3 63.7 65.1 64.0 62.8 
4-5 Adults 25.1 12.2 10.6 8.9 14.1 
6 or more adults 3.9 0.0 0.8 2.6 1.8 
Refused 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.2 
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 Which was the last school you had the opportunity to finish? 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
 Grades 1 - 8  35.0 19.5 20.5 36.5 27.9 
 Some High School  7.5 7.0 6.8 8.3 7.4 
 High School graduate  25.0 26.3 12.3 16.8 20.1 
 Some College/Technical School  10.3 17.8 18.3 15.3 15.4 
 College graduate  11.3 19.8 20.5 13.3 16.2 
 Post-graduate education  7.5 6.8 20.3 7.3 10.4 
 Don't know  1.3 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.6 
 Refused  2.3 2.8 1.0 2.3 2.1 
 
 Religious preference? 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Catholic 76.5 63.0 59.5 73.0 68.0 
Christian Protestant  6.8 10.6 8.0 5.8 7.8 
Christian Evangelical  5.3 13.4 14.5 11.0 11.0 
Jewish  0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.1 
Atheist or Agnostic  4.5 3.5 4.8 0.8 3.4 
Other  2.5 3.5 5.3 6.5 4.4 
 DK/NA  2.3 1.8 4.0 1.8 2.4 
 Refused  2.3 4.3 3.8 1.3 2.9 
 
 
How important is your religion in deciding on the candidates you vote for? 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Very important 30.8 26.5 24.2 28.9 27.6 
Important 17.4 18.9 14.4 20.3 17.8 
Somewhat important 13.7 21.5 17.4 16.4 17.2 
Not important 31.7 31.4 40.4 33.3 34.1 
DK/NA 4.4 1.5 3.7 0.8 2.5 
Refused 2.0 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.7 
 
 What is your current marital status? 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Married  61.8 59.5 56.8 58.0 59.0 
Separated  0.0 2.3 2.3 2.8 1.8 
Divorced  7.5 10.0 12.3 7.8 9.4 
Domestic Partnership 1.5 0.5 1.0 0.5 0.9 
Single  19.3 21.5 15.5 14.5 17.7 
Widowed 7.3 4.3 10.8 14.5 9.2 
Don't know  0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.1 
Refused 2.8 2.0 1.3 2.0 2.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NALEO Educational Fund/Latino Research and Communications  July 2010 

     10 of 11 

 Are you or any of your relatives currently serving on active duty in the US military or in the National Guard? 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Yes, I am currently serving in the military 5.0 2.0 2.3 5.0 3.6 
Yes, a relative is currently serving in the military 11.8 18.0 13.5 13.8 14.3 
No 80.8 78.0 82.8 79.8 80.3 
DK/NA 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.3 0.3 
Refused 2.5 1.8 0.8 1.3 1.6 
 
 Primary source of information for news and current events? 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL  
Television 76.3 62.0 74.8 76.3 72.3 
Radio 5.3 3.5 5.5 3.5 4.4 
Internet 8.5 17.0 11.8 12.0 12.3 
Newspaper 6.8 13.8 5.3 6.0 7.9 
Friends and Relatives 0.8 1.0 1.0 0.0 0.7 
DK/NA 0.5 1.0 0.5 0.5 0.6 
Refused 2.0 1.8 1.3 1.8 1.7 
 
 In the last three days, have you accessed the internet or email? 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Yes 34.8 50.3 53.0 37.8 43.9 
No 54.8 38.5 33.8 46.0 43.3 
Do not have internet access 8.0 9.3 10.5 15.3 10.8 
DK/NA 0.0 0.0 1.3 0.0 0.3 
Refused 2.5 1.8 1.5 1.0 1.7 
 
 Frequency of Text messaging 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Multiple times/day 19.5 35.3 27.5 17.3 24.9 
Once a day 3.8 4.5 5.0 5.0 4.6 
Occasionally 16.8 16.5 16.8 17.0 16.8 
Not at all 51.8 40.0 46.8 52.0 47.6 
DK/NA 5.8 1.0 1.5 6.5 3.7 
Refused 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.3 2.4 
 
 What is your employment status?  
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Full time 31.3 38.0 37.3 30.5 34.3 
Part time 12.5 12.5 10.3 8.3 10.9 
Unemployed 10.0 9.5 7.3 5.5 8.1 
Student 7.3 5.3 4.3 5.0 5.4 
Homemaker 14.0 5.8 4.3 13.3 9.3 
Retired 17.3 23.5 32.5 32.3 26.4 
Something else 4.3 2.0 2.0 2.8 2.8 
Don't know 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.2 
Refused 3.0 3.5 2.3 2.3 2.8 
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 Since June of last year, have you or someone in your family or someone you know lost their job due to economic 
conditions? 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
Yes [Self ] 16.8 5.3 7.5 8.5 9.5 
Yes [Relative] 20.8 24.3 26.5 20.5 23.0 
Yes [Someone Respondent knows] 5.3 10.5 7.5 5.0 7.1 
Yes [Self & Relative] 3.8 2.5 3.0 0.5 2.4 
Yes [Self & Someone Else] 0.0 1.8 0.3 0.3 0.6 
Yes [Relative & Someone Else] 4.8 9.5 9.5 2.0 6.4 
No 45.0 42.8 42.5 61.3 47.9 
DK\NA 0.0 0.3 1.0 0.5 0.4 
Refused 3.8 3.3 2.3 1.5 2.7 
 
 Household income more than or less than $40,000? 
 CA  CO FL TX ALL 
 Less than $40,000 66.0 54.1 62.8 70.3 63.3 
 More than $40,000  34.0 45.9 37.3 29.8 36.7 
 


