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Forum Agenda
Friday, December 7, 2007
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
NALEO Educational Fund Board Meeting

2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Forum Registration, Rainbow Foyer, 2nd Floor
4:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Session I - Overview of Latino Health across the Nation, Rainbow Room, 2nd Floor
Despite immense advances in health technology and pharmaceutical science, the nation’s second largest population group continues to experience vast health disparities and poor health outcomes.  The Latino community faces a health care crisis in which millions are uninsured and underinsured, while healthcare costs and the cost of coverage continue to rise.  Furthermore, the quality of health care is inadequate and delivered with a lack of cultural competence.  This session will take a step back and provide participants with an overview of Latino health in the United States from a number of perspectives, including recent data and trends relating to disease and access to care.

Session Chair:
Hon. Peter M. Rivera, New York State Assemblymember;



NALEO Educational Fund Board Member
· Ms. Marcela Gaitán V., Senior Policy Advisor, Center for Science and Policy, The National Alliance for Hispanic Health

· Dr. Mark Diaz, Board Treasurer, National Hispanic Medical Association; Principal, Alivio Medical Group, Sacramento, California

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Nevada Opening Reception, The Summit Room, 2nd Floor
Saturday, December 8, 2007
8:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Registration & Continental Breakfast, Rainbow Room, 2nd Floor
9:00 – 9:30 a.m.

Breakfast Presentation on Medical Debt and Housing, Rainbow Room, 2nd Floor
· Mr. Bill Lottero, Field Director, The Access Project

9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 
Session II – Federal Legislation and the Impact on States to Address Health Disparities for Vulnerable Populations, Rainbow Room, 2nd Floor
Recent legislative proposals and activity at the federal level have the potential of affecting health disparities among Latinos and the ability of states to administer programs for vulnerable populations.  This session will provide an update on federal programs such as State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) and Medicare, the Immigrant Children's Health Improvement Act (ICHIA), and information on federal minority health bills.  State legislators also will receive information on how these programs affect state policies and what policy options may be at their disposal to ensure Latino health disparities are addressed.

Session Chair:
Hon. Lucille Roybal-Allard, Member of Congress; 
NALEO Educational Fund Board Member
· Ms. Rea Pañares, Director, Minority Health Initiatives, Families USA

· Ms. Jennifer Ng’andu, Senior Health Policy Analyst, National Council of La Raza
11:00 a.m. – Noon
Session II Breakout Group Dialogue, Rainbow Room, 2nd Floor
Noon – 1:00 p.m.
Networking Luncheon, The Summit Room, 2nd Floor
· Hon. Xavier Becerra, Member of Congress; Assistant to the Speaker
1:15 – 3:00 p.m.       
Session III –State Initiatives to Expand Health Care Coverage for the Uninsured, Rainbow Room, 2nd Floor
While presidential candidates have brought the discussion of universal healthcare to the forefront of the political discussion, a bipartisan comprehensive national plan continues to be highly debated, providing no immediate solution to the current health care crisis.  In the absence of national leadership and policy momentum, state elected officials are leading the charge for affordable and quality healthcare for their states’ constituents, including immigrants. This session will highlight the work of elected officials and their policy partners from states such as Massachusetts, California and Washington who have shown leadership in proposing legislation as well as reforming their state healthcare systems to address the needs of their most vulnerable populations.

Session Chair:   Hon. Delia Garcia, Kansas State Representative
· Dr. Brian D. Smedley, Research Director, The Opportunity Agenda
· Ms. Karla Guzman, Access Analyst, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts Foundation
· Hon. Vickie Ybarra, Chair, Governor’s Interagency Council on Health Disparities; Board Member, Yakima School District, Washington
· Ms. Yolanda Vera, Director, LA Health Action
Sunday, December 9, 2007
8:00 – 8:45 a.m.

Networking Breakfast, The Summit Room, 2nd Floor
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.      
Session IV – Legislative Health Leadership to Address Health Disparities, Wellness and Chronic Disease, Rainbow Room, 2nd Floor
While health disparities are highly associated with an inequitable healthcare system, the health of Latino families is further challenged by disparate community environments.  As the rates of chronic disease reach staggering levels, many Latino families live, work and play in communities that not only discourage healthy lifestyles but also encourage unhealthy behaviors.  Inherent in everyday decision making, Latino elected officials face governmental concerns such as school wellness, community design, neighborhood safety, transportation, housing, as well as recreation, and access to affordable fresh foods and quality health care.  In this session, legislators will be provided examples and case-studies of how Latino elected officials have had the unique ability to develop and support policies that create equitable and healthy community environments.

Session Chair:  Hon. Ross Romero, Utah State Senator
· Ms. Carmen Ramos-Watson, Executive Director, Celebra La Vida Con Salud

· Mr. Larry Morandi, Division Director, State Policy Research, National Conference of State Legislatures
· Dr. Eduardo Sanchez, Director, The Institute for Health Policy, The University of Texas School of Public Health
· Ms. Marcella Martinez, Deputy Director of Constituency Services, NALEO Educational Fund

10:30 a.m. – Noon   
Session IV Breakout Group Dialogue, Rainbow Room, 2nd Floor
Noon – 2:00 p.m.
Special Luncheon Presentation on the U.S. Housing Crisis – 
Keeping Latino Families in Their Homes:  Sustainable Home Ownership and Foreclosure Prevention, The Summit Room, 2nd Floor
In collaboration with the Annie E. Casey Foundation

Lack of health insurance or inadequate insurance, overwhelming medical costs, and medical debt may lead families to tap into and lose what is often their biggest financial asset – their home.  Yet, even with adequate health care coverage, recent and negative national trends in the housing market are disproportionately affecting Latinos. The rate of foreclosures due to predatory or abusive mortgage lending has increased more than 42 percent from last year, with more than 1.2 million foreclosures filed in 2006. Latinos are twice as likely as non-Hispanic whites to be financed by sub-prime mortgages. Policymakers can play an important role in ensuring communities where residents can work and live.  This session will provide an overview of the current state of housing for the Latino community; present creative strategies, including community land trusts and foreclosure prevention programs; and provide elected officials with tools to increase and protect Latino homeownership.

Session Chair:  Hon. Steve Gallardo, Arizona State Representative; NALEO Board Member
· Mr. James H. Carr, Chief Operating Officer, National Community Reinvestment Coalition
· Mr. C. Andrew McGuffin, Policy Counsel, Center for Responsible Lending

· Ms. Monica Gonzales, Senior Legislative Representative, Government Relations and Advocacy, AARP
· Respondent/Discussion Leader:  Ms. Aracely Panameño, Director, Latino Affairs, Center for Responsible Lending
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