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FIGURE 1
NUMBER OF LATINO ELECTED OR APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

RESPONDING TO SURVEY, BY STATE
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FIGURE 2
ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTING 

DISCRIMINATION IN CAMPAIGN OR OFFICE-
HOLDING ACTIVITIES

“ 

 ”

4 THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LATINO ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICIALS EDUC ATIONAL FUND 



   Number Who

Election Number  Number Have Both Total Percent of All

Activity Who Have Who Have Experienced  Respondents

 Experienced Observed and Observed 

Campaigning 27 24 21 72 37.9%

Appointments 19 27 18 64 33.7%

Racial or ethnic appeals 22 22 17 61 32.1%

Racially polarized voting 20 19 19 58 30.5%

Redistricting/district boundaries 17 27 13 57 30.0%

Changes in power after election 15 21 17 53 27.9%

Candidate nomination process 11 28 11 50 26.3%

Candidate slating 9 25 11 45 23.7%

Candidate qualifying process 10 23 10 43 22.6%

Election rules or procedures 12 18 11 41 21.6%

Changes in procedure after election 9 18 11 38 20.0%

Method of election 5 21 10 36 18.9%

Other  9 9 7 25 13.2%

FIGURE 3
TYPES OF ACTIVITIES FOR WHICH ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTED THEY  

HAVE PERSONALLY EXPERIENCED OR OBSERVED DISCRIMINATION
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FIGURE 4
ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTING THAT THEY 

HAVE PERSONALLY EXPERIENCED OR OBSERVED 
VOTING DISCRIMINATION AGAINST LATINO  

OR MINORITY VOTERS
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   Number Who

Election Number  Number Have Both Total Percent of All

Activity Who Have Who Have Experienced  Respondents

 Experienced Observed and Observed 

Voter assistance 6 36 13 55 31.1%

Voter challenges (citizenship, ID, etc.) 8 33 7 48 27.2%

Checking in at the polling place 8 24 15 47 26.6%

Polling place locations and changes 9 21 15 45 25.4%

Poll worker recruitment 9 24 11 44 24.9%

Voter registration 11 20 9 40 22.6%

Absentee voting 10 21 8 39 22.0%

Early or mail-in voting 10 20 8 38 21.5%

Casting a ballot at the polls 5 19 9 33 18.6%

Casting a provisional ballot 8 16 8 32 18.1%

Voter purges 6 15 6 27 15.3%

Counting of ballot 4 12 7 22 12.4%

Other 4 0 0 4 2.3%

FIGURE 5
TYPES OF ACTIVITIES FOR WHICH ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTED THEY HAVE PERSONALLY  

EXPERIENCED OR OBSERVED DISCRIMINATION AGAINST LATINO OR MINORITY VOTERS
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FIGURE 6
ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTING A NEED FOR 

SPANISH-LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE

FIGURE 7
ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTING ALL WRITTEN 

PUBLIC ELECTION-RELATED MATERIALS ARE 
AVAILABLE IN SPANISH WHERE THEY LIVE
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FIGURE 8
ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTING THAT ORAL 

LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE IN SPANISH 
AT SOME STAGES OF THE PUBLIC ELECTIONS 

PROCESS WHERE THEY LIVE
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FIGURE 9
ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTING THEY  

HAVE EXPERIENCE WITH THE SUBMISSION OF 
VOTING CHANGES UNDER THE PRECLEARANCE 

PROVISIONS OF THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT
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FIGURE 10
ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTING THAT FEDERAL 

OBSERVERS OR FEDERAL ATTORNEYS HAVE 
MONITORED ELECTIONS IN THEIR LOCAL AREA
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NALEO Educational Fund Voting Rights Act Questionnaire

  
This questionnaire will take approximately five minutes to complete. The status bar at the top of the screen 
will inform you of how much of the questionnaire you have completed as you answer the questions. 

We are seeking to document instances in which Latino and/or Spanish-speaking voters continue to 
experience discrimination in voting. In addition, we are seeking to document experiences where the 
Voting Rights Act has enhanced the electoral opportunities for Latino and/or Spanish-speaking voters. 
We would appreciate your assistance in our efforts. Please take a few moments to complete this 
questionnaire.  

All responses to this questionnaire will be kept strictly confidential. We are asking for your contact 
information to allow us to keep you informed about our progress on reauthorization and, if necessary, to 
follow up with you about your responses. 

Please complete each entry.   

Preferred Salutation 

First Name *  

Last Name *  

Name of Elected or Appointed Office (e.g., State Representative, Mayor, Councilmember, School Board 
Member, School Board Trustee, etc.) *  

Name of Jurisdiction you Represent (e.g., Smallville, Middleton School District, etc.) *  


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Business or Mailing Address 

City 

  
State *  

Postal Code 

  
E-mail Address *  

  
Would you like to receive e-mail alerts from the NALEO Educational Fund? *  

  Yes   No 

As a Latino elected or appointed official or a candidate for office, have you personally experienced or 
observed discrimination in any activity related to running for or holding a public office? 
*  

  Yes   No 

In which of the following activities related to running for or holding a public office have you personally 
experienced or observed discrimination against other Latino or minority candidates? (check all that 
apply) 
  
 Experienced    Observed    Both     Neither
Candidate nomination process           

Candidate qualifying process           

Appointments           

Campaigning           

Election rules or procedures           
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Redistricting/district boundaries           

Method of election           

Candidate-slating           

Racial or ethnic appeals           

Changes in power after election           

Changes in procedure after election           

Racially polarized voting           

Other           

For "other" discrimination, please specify. 

  

Please describe the circumstances of the discrimination you identified above. 

Have you personally experienced or observed discrimination in any public election-related activities? 
*  

  Yes   No 

In which of the following public election-related activities have you 
personally experienced or observed discrimination against Latino or 
minority voters? (check all that apply) 
  

Experienced    Observed    Both    Neither
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Poll worker recruitment           

Voter registration           

Early or mail-in voting           

Absentee voting           

Voter purges           

Polling place locations and changes           

Checking in at the polling place           

Casting a provisional ballot           

Voter assistance           

Voter challenges (citizenship. ID, etc.)           

Casting a ballot at the polls           

Counting of ballot           

Other (please specify)           

For "other" discrimination, please specify.   

Please describe the circumstances of the discrimination you identified above. .
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Redistricting/district boundaries           

Method of election           

Candidate-slating           

Racial or ethnic appeals           

Changes in power after election           

Changes in procedure after election           

Racially polarized voting           

Other           

For "other" discrimination, please specify. 

  

Please describe the circumstances of the discrimination you identified above. 

Have you personally experienced or observed discrimination in any public election-related activities? 
*  

  Yes   No 

In which of the following public election-related activities have you 
personally experienced or observed discrimination against Latino or 
minority voters? (check all that apply) 
  

Experienced    Observed    Both    Neither



Is there a need for Spanish-language assistance in public-election activities where you live? 

*  

  Yes   No   Do not know 

Are all written public election-related materials (voter registration materials, sample ballots, absentee 

ballots, publicity, signs, forms, ballots, etc.) available in Spanish where you live? 

*  

  Yes   No   Do not know 

Please describe the written public election-related materials that are not available in Spanish where you 

live: 

Is oral language assistance available to voters who need assistance in Spanish at any stage of the 
public elections process (registration, at election office, at polling place, etc.) where you live? 
*  

  Yes   No   Do not know 

Please describe any stages of the public elections process for which oral language assistance is not 

available to voters who need assistance in Spanish:

Do you have any experiences with the submission of voting changes to the United States Department of 
Justice under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act? 
*  

  Yes   No 

Do you believe that any of these voting changes discriminated against Latinos or other minority voters? 
*  

  Yes   No   Do not know 

Did the United States Department of Justice object to any of the voting changes that you believe were 
discriminatory? 
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Redistricting/district boundaries           

Method of election           

Candidate-slating           

Racial or ethnic appeals           

Changes in power after election           

Changes in procedure after election           

Racially polarized voting           

Other           

For "other" discrimination, please specify. 

  

Please describe the circumstances of the discrimination you identified above. 

Have you personally experienced or observed discrimination in any public election-related activities? 
*  

  Yes   No 

In which of the following public election-related activities have you 
personally experienced or observed discrimination against Latino or 
minority voters? (check all that apply) 
  

Experienced    Observed    Both    Neither



*  

  Yes   No   Do not know 

Please describe the circumstances of the discrimination you identified above.  

Did the United States Department of Justice approve/preclear any of the voting changes that you believe 
were discriminatory? 
*  

  Yes   No   Do not know 

Please describe the circumstances of the precleared change(s) identified above: 

Please provide any suggestions on how to improve the Section 5 preclearance process: 

Have federal observers or federal attorneys monitored elections in your local area? 

*  

  Yes   No Do not know 

Please describe the circumstances of federal observer or federal attorney coverage identified above, 

including what difference, if any, the coverage made: 

Have you ever requested to have federal observers or federal attorneys monitor an election? 

*  

  Yes   No 
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Is there a need for Spanish-language assistance in public-election activities where you live? 

*  

  Yes   No   Do not know 

Are all written public election-related materials (voter registration materials, sample ballots, absentee 

ballots, publicity, signs, forms, ballots, etc.) available in Spanish where you live? 

*  

  Yes   No   Do not know 

Please describe the written public election-related materials that are not available in Spanish where you 

live: 

Is oral language assistance available to voters who need assistance in Spanish at any stage of the 
public elections process (registration, at election office, at polling place, etc.) where you live? 
*  

  Yes   No   Do not know 

Please describe any stages of the public elections process for which oral language assistance is not 

available to voters who need assistance in Spanish:

Do you have any experiences with the submission of voting changes to the United States Department of 
Justice under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act? 
*  

  Yes   No 

Do you believe that any of these voting changes discriminated against Latinos or other minority voters? 
*  

  Yes   No   Do not know 

Did the United States Department of Justice object to any of the voting changes that you believe were 
discriminatory? 



Were federal observers or federal attorneys sent to monitor the election? 
*  

  Yes   No   Do not know 

Please provide any suggestions on how to improve federal monitoring of public elections: 
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*  

  Yes   No   Do not know 

Please describe the circumstances of the discrimination you identified above.  

Did the United States Department of Justice approve/preclear any of the voting changes that you believe 
were discriminatory? 
*  

  Yes   No   Do not know 

Please describe the circumstances of the precleared change(s) identified above: 

Please provide any suggestions on how to improve the Section 5 preclearance process: 

Have federal observers or federal attorneys monitored elections in your local area? 

*  

  Yes   No Do not know 

Please describe the circumstances of federal observer or federal attorney coverage identified above, 

including what difference, if any, the coverage made: 

Have you ever requested to have federal observers or federal attorneys monitor an election? 

*  

  Yes   No 




