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Friday, February 8, 2008
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Registration

4:00 - 4:10 p.m.
Policy Institute Opening and Overview
4:10 - 4:30 p.m.
Opening Keynote:  Educating the Future Workforce of California




Opening remarks on the role of higher education in shaping the economic future 



of the Golden State, particularly as Latinos transform the face of California’s 



workforce. 
4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Session I:  Creating a Cross-Jurisdictional Statewide Policy Agenda for Latino Student Access and Success in California Higher Education



Ensuring the success of Latino students requires a renewed commitment to 



eliminating the achievement gap, as well as the concerted effort to bring the 



needs of the Latino community to the forefront of the current education policy 



debate.  With over 1,100 presently in office, Latino elected officials from all 



levels of government have the potential to catalyze statewide policy options for 



increasing Latino student access and success in California higher education.  



This session will feature a panel of NALEO Education Leadership Initiative 



policy partners discussing the intended goals and outcomes of the Institute, 



as well as planned follow-up activities in Sacramento.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Opening Reception

Recognition of convening partners and welcome remarks by California leadership and sponsors
Saturday, February 9, 2008
8:00 - 9:00 a.m.

Registration & Full Breakfast

9:00 a.m. - Noon

Session II:  Setting Statewide Policy Strategies to Ensure the Academic 



Preparation and College Readiness of Latino Students
While the desire to attend college may exist, far too many Latino students lack the college preparation coursework to enter or the academic skills necessary to succeed in higher education.  Access to a rigorous academic curriculum, qualified teachers, and adequate school facilities are all integral to student success.  However, research indicates that less than half of California high schools offer a sufficient number of college preparatory classes for enrolled students to become “college-ready” by the time they graduate.  This session features policy strategies for getting Latino students prepared to enter higher education.  Participants will work in strategy groups to identify policy options to take to Sacramento.
12:30 - 2:00 p.m.
Keynote Luncheon


Keynote remarks on statewide strategies to increase Latino academic achievement, including access to quality preschool and the development of statewide P-16 councils. 

2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Session III:  Setting Statewide Policy Strategies for Parental Involvement 



and Community Partnerships to Increase Latino Academic Achievement 



Creating a college-going culture with essential supports for student success 



requires all parents to be active participants in the education of their children.  



A number of studies illustrate the importance of parental involvement on student 


academic achievement.  Students with involved parents are more likely to earn 



higher grades and test scores, attend school regularly, have better social skills, 



and graduate onto postsecondary education.  This session highlights policy 



strategies for encouraging Latino parents and communities, especially those 



whose primary language is not English, to work with schools to enhance student 



achievement.  Participants will work in strategy groups to identify policy options 


to take to Sacramento.
5:00 p.m.
Adjourn for the Day

Sunday, February 10, 2008
8:00 - 9:00 a.m.

Continental Breakfast
8:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Session IV:  Setting Statewide Policy Strategies to Ensure the Educational 



Success of Latino Immigrant Students



In 2002, California had more than 252,000 recent immigrant students and nearly 


1.5 million English Language Learners.  The state has long figured prominently 



in debates about educating immigrants, battling over everything from bilingual 



education to granting undocumented college students in-state tuition.  With 



concerns over pinched budgets, cramped classrooms, student achievement and 



accountability as the backdrop, Latino immigrant students face numerous 



challenges to their academic success from communication barriers to 




difficulty navigating public school systems to a lack of health services.  This 



session discusses policy strategies for ensuring the educational success of Latino 


immigrant students, particularly English Language Learners.  Participants will 



work in strategy groups to identify policy options to take to Sacramento.




11:30 a.m. - Noon
Strategy Report Out & Closing Remarks
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