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Convening Partners
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Lumina Foundation
Friday, December 8, 2006
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Registration - Promenade West
4:00 - 4:15 p.m.
Policy Institute Opening and Overview - New Mexico South
4:15 - 6:15 p.m.
Session I - The State of Higher Education Access for Latino Students in New Mexico

In a state with more PhDs per capita than any other in the nation, and a strong technology-based economy, New Mexico has added reason to champion increased access to higher education for all New Mexicans.  From elevating the state’s higher education agency to a Cabinet-level department to addressing college affordability concerns and establishing family centers for more parental involvement in local schools, closing the Latino achievement gap has emerged as a priority in the Land of Enchantment.  This session will provide an overview of what has informed past legislative strategies to expand Latino student access, as well as statistical information regarding where the state currently finds itself in the effort to keep higher education within the reach of all students.



Session Chair:  Hon. Ben Altamirano, New Mexico State Senator 

· Dr. Manuel Griego y Garcia, Director, Southwest Hispanic Research Institute
· Dr. Josephine (Jozi) De Leon, Deputy Secretary of Academic Affairs, Planning and Research, New Mexico Higher Education Department
· Dr. Moisés Venegas, Executive Director, The Albuquerque Partnership
· Dr. Bruce Hamlett, Chief Consultant, California Assembly Committee on Higher Education
6:15 - 8:15 p.m.

Opening Reception - Nevada/Arizona
Welcoming remarks by New Mexico leadership and convening partners
· Ms. Cielo Castro, Director of Constituency Services, NALEO Educational Fund
Saturday, December 9, 2006
8:00 - 9:00 a.m.

Registration - Promenade West



Continental Breakfast - New Mexico South
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Session II - College Readiness:  Getting Latino Students Prepared - 


New Mexico South
Recruiting qualified students is fundamental to closing the participation gap and essential to New Mexico’s institutions of higher learning.  Yet, the level of college readiness for Latino students continues to be a barrier to access.  While the desire to attend college may exist, far too many students lack the college preparation coursework to enter or the academic skills necessary to succeed in higher education.  From alignment of coursework to remediation during the last year of high school, this session features educational practitioners, researchers and public policy advocates discussing the best practices for increasing academic achievement and getting students prepared to enter college.

Session Chair:  Hon. Joe Guillen, President, Española Board of Education; Immediate Past President, National Hispanic Caucus of School Board Members; Former Member NALEO Board of Directors  [image: image1.png]



· Hon. Veronica C. Garcia, Secretary of Education, New Mexico Public Education Department

· Ms. Evangeline Sandoval Trujillo, Chair, Hispano Roundtable de Nuevo Mexico
· Dr. Luis A. Vazquez, Chair, Counseling & Educational Psychology, New Mexico State University
· Ms. Stella Torres, Director, Maricopa Achieving A College Education (ACE) Programs, Arizona
11:00 a.m. - Noon
Regional Strategy Sessions - Parlors C, D, and G



Participants will work in regional breakout groups to discuss student 




preparedness and 
will form partnerships with the goal of implementing public 



policy initiatives meant to facilitate the college readiness of Latino students 



from their regions.  Given the information provided by session panelists and 



using their own experiences, the groups will determine and develop effective 



and feasible strategies.
Noon - 1:00 p.m.
Networking Luncheon -Garden Room
· Mr. Arturo Vargas, Executive Director, NALEO Educational Fund
1:15 - 3:15 p.m.
Session III - Closing the Information Gap:  Applying for and Financing College Dreams - New Mexico South



Closing the student participation gap rests heavily on whether or not the state 



can close another gap encountered by the Latino community-- the information 



gap.  Helping students and families understand the importance of college, 



demystifying the application process, and explaining how to access financial aid 



and scholarships are essential tools in the effort to increase access to college.  In 



New Mexico, innovative approaches have been pursued to offset the challenges 



brought on by rising tuition costs and the lack of information for securing 



admission and support.  This session will examine best practices and policies 



that close the information gap so that Latino students can realize their college 



dreams.




Session Chair:  Hon. Teresa L. Cordova, County Commissioner, Bernalillo 



County  [image: image2.png]



· Mr. Alex Gonzalez, Associate Director, Scholarship Office, University of New Mexico
· Dr. Melissa Binder, Associate Professor of Economics, University of New Mexico

· Ms. Christa Noland, Director, Hispanic Scholarship Fund
· Ms. Jacqueline Moreno, Assistant Director, Access Initiatives, Illinois Student Assistance Commission  [image: image3.png]



3:15 - 4:15 p.m.
Regional Strategy Sessions - Parlors C, D, and G
Participants will continue to work in breakout groups to discuss closing the information gap for Latino families.  Groups will strategize potential partnerships and prospective public policy initiatives meant to increase the accessibility of information about apply to and financing college for Latino students from their regions.
4:15 p.m.
Adjourn for the Day

Sunday, December 10, 2006
8:00 - 9:00 a.m.

Registration - Promenade West



Full Breakfast - Garden Room
Engaging Latino Communities for Education (ENLACE) Parent Presentation

· Ms. Karen Sanchez Griego, Director, New Mexico ENLACE
· ENLACE Parents & Students
9:00 - 10:30 a.m.
Session IV - Creating the Seamless P-20 Pipeline:  ENLACE New Mexico Case Study - New Mexico South
In an effort to increase student achievement, education policymakers are developing seamless preschool to graduate studies (P-20) educational systems that strengthen continuous transitions for lifelong learning.  Using Engaging Latino Communities for Education (ENLACE) as a case study, this session looks at how Latino student achievement has been positively effected by the establishment of a seamless P-20 educational pipeline in New Mexico.  Session panelists will discuss what kind of state and local policies are necessary to build a comprehensive P-20 educational system, as well as the diverse partnerships that are required to maintain their success.
Session Chair:  Hon. Raymond Sanchez, Board of Regents, University of New Mexico  [image: image4.png]



· Ms. Karen Sanchez Griego, Director, New Mexico ENLACE

· Hon. Rick Miera, Chair, Education Committee, New Mexico Legislature  [image: image5.png]



· Hon. Robert D. Lucero, Boardmember, Albuquerque School District  [image: image6.png]



· Dr. Margaret Montoya, Professor, University of New Mexico School of Law
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Session IV Strategy Sessions - Parlors C, D, and G

This final regional strategy session will bring participants together to examine what they can do within their sphere of influence to strengthen the P-20 educational pipeline in their regions.
11:30 a.m. - Noon
Strategy Session Group Presentations - New Mexico South
Noon


Closing Remarks
· Ms. Cielo Castro, Deputy Director of Constituency Services, NALEO Educational Fund
DRAFT PRELIMINARY AGENDA
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