[DATE]

Chief, Regulatory Products Division

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services

Department of Homeland Security

111 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Room 3008
Washington, D.C. 20529-2210
RE: DHS Docket No. USCIS 2009-0033
Dear Chief of Regulatory Products Division:
I write to express my strong support for the fee adjustment proposal by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) that would retain the naturalization application fee at its current level.  I commend the USCIS for recognizing that greater naturalization provides a significant public benefit to our entire nation, and that the agency’s proposal will strengthen our country’s tradition of welcoming new Americans.  
[INSERT BRIEF STATEMENT DESCRIBING YOUR JURISDICTION OR ORGANIZATION.  
At this point, if you are an elected official, you may want to insert a brief statement about the community you serve, and how retaining the current fee will assist the members of your community with starting the naturalization process.  

· For example: “I am a city councilmember for the city of ____, and my constituents include Latino and other legal permanent residents who are eligible for naturalization.  The USCIS’ decision to retain the current naturalization fee level will for the present time, put a halt to exorbitant fee hikes which have placed the dream of U.S. citizenship beyond the reach of many of our nation’s newcomers.”]
If you are submitting comments on behalf of an organization, you can insert a brief statement about your organization, the specific work you are doing with immigrants, and how retaining the current fee will assist your stakeholders or community.  
· For example: “I am the Director of ________at ____, and our stakeholders include Latino and other legal permanent residents who are eligible for naturalization.  The USCIS’ decision to retain the current naturalization fee level will for the present time, put a halt to exorbitant fee hikes which have placed the dream of U.S. citizenship beyond the reach of many of our nation’s newcomers.”]
Currently, many legal permanent resident families have limited resources, and they work tirelessly to save up the money required to pay the current $675 naturalization application cost.  According to data from the U.S. Census, about one out of five (21%) non-citizens live below the poverty level, and about one out of three (33%) non-citizen households have family incomes that are less than $25,000.  Many legal permanent residents face significant challenges in obtaining the resources needed to pay the current naturalization fee.  If the USCIS does not provide special consideration for the fee, the agency estimates that the cost of initiating the naturalization process could increase to as much as $740, which would make U.S. citizenship even less affordable. 
I wish to express my concern about the USCIS’ other proposed increases in immigration service application fees.  [List the applications or services which most affect your constituents and stakeholders].  In order to prevent these types of increases, it is critical that we make fundamental reforms to our nation’s system of financing immigration services.  I commend the USCIS for taking a step in this direction by requesting appropriated monies in its FY 2011 budget to cover the costs of refugee and asylee programs, the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) program, and the Office of Citizenship.  I urge the President and the USCIS to continue to request such appropriated funding in the future, and to examine whether there are other costs that should be covered by appropriations, such as overhead expenses, infrastructure investments, process enhancements and capital improvements.  I also urge Congress to work closely with the President and USCIS to enact these requests.  
	


Immigrants who apply for U.S. citizenship are eager to demonstrate their commitment to this country by becoming full participants in our nation’s civic life.  If they cannot become U.S. citizens because of naturalization fee increases, we will all lose an opportunity to strengthen and revitalize our democracy.  Our nation has a tradition of welcoming newcomers because of their contributions to our economic and social progress. If the USCIS continues to impose naturalization fee hikes, it will send newcomers the wrong message when they are seeking to embrace U.S. citizenship.  I urge the USCIS to adopt its proposal to retain the current naturalization application fee level, and to seek future opportunities to reform our system of financing immigration services. 
Thank you for your consideration of my views.

Sincerely,

[Name]

[Title, Organization]

[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
