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Summit Welcome and Overview
Hon. Cynthia Matus Morriss
Board Member, Patagonia Elementary School District
Immediate Past Chair, National Hispanic Caucus of School Board Members

Board Member, NALEO Educational Fund
P.O. Box 1

Patagonia, AZ  85624

Phone:  (520) 394-2664

E-mail:  matusmorriss@wmconnect.com
The Honorable Cynthia Matus Morriss was elected to the Patagonia Elementary School Board in 1989. Board Member Matus Morriss served on the Arizona School Boards Association’s (ASBA) Board of Directors for seven years and was elected to all of its officer positions.  In 2003, she was elected President of ASBA, she is the first, Latina to hold this post in the history of the organization.  To this day, she is the only Latina that has served in this capacity in other regions of its parent organization the National School Boards Association. She is the immediate past chair of the National Hispanic Caucus (NHC) of School Board Members, a council of the National School Boards Association.  

Dr. Joseph Bishop

Deputy Director, Constituency Services

NALEO Educational Fund

600 Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Suite 230
Washington, D.C. 20003
Phone:  (202) 546-2536 / Fax:  (202) 546-4121
Email:  jbishop@naleo.org
Website:  http://www.naleo.org
Dr. Bishop currently directs the education portfolio for the National Association of Latino Elected & Appointed Officials (NALEO) Educational Fund.   He is primarily responsible for the overall design, implementation and development of education policy institutes and governance training opportunities for Latino elected and appointed officials across the United States.  Prior to joining the NALEO Educational Fund, Dr. Bishop was a member of W.K. Kellogg funded California Engaging Latino Community in Education (ENLACE) leadership team while working as staff in the Office of Academic Preparation at University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB).  Dr. Bishop has an extensive education policy background, interning in the University of California’s State Governmental Relations and was appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger to the California Postsecondary Education Commission (CPEC) where he served for a three year term.  He has a bachelor’s degree in Communication and Media Studies from California State University, Chico and a M.A. and Ph.D. in Educational Leadership and Organizations from the University of California, Santa Barbara. 

Opening Remarks - The State of Latino Education
Hon. Geraldine “Gerri” Guzman 
Board Member, Montebello Unified School District

Member, NALEO Board of Directors

123 Montebello Boulevard
Montebello, CA  90640

Phone:  (323) 887-7906

Email:  gerriggov@aol.com 
Website: http://www.montebello.k12.ca.us/
A member of the Montebello Unified School District Board of Education since 2001, and a member of the NALEO Board of Directors since 2005, Board Member Guzman is a dedicated, outspoken advocate of high quality education for all students.  While serving as President of the Board of Education, Board Member Guzman was integral in the passing of the 2004 Measure “M” bond – a $98 million school bond that has enabled the District to receive millions in matching funds from the state. She is a California State Certified Alcohol and Substance Abuse Counselor, which allows her to donate her time and experience to helping families and students deal with the ongoing challenges presented by drugs and alcohol in our communities.  She currently serves as the Executive Director for the Consumer Rights Coalition, a consumer-based organization dedicated to ensuring that all Americans have access to all forms of credit. Board Member Guzman has been a resident of the City of Montebello for 40 years, where she served as the elected City Treasurer from 1999 to 2007.  A lifelong learner, Board Member Guzman is currently pursuing a Master’s degree in psychology.
Dr. Frances Contreras
Associate Professor of Higher Education, Educational Leadership & Policy Studies

University of Washington

College of Education, Box 353600

Seattle, WA  98195-3600

Phone:  (206) 543-8473

Email:  francesc@u.washington.edu
Dr. Frances Contreras is an Associate Professor at the University of Washington in the College of Education in Leadership and Policy Studies. Dr. Contreras presently researches issues of equity and access for underrepresented students in the education pipeline, including the transition between K-12 and higher education, community college transfer, affirmative action in higher education and the role of the public policy arena in ensuring student access and equity across a P-20 continuum. Her most recent book is The Latino Education Crisis (Harvard University Press, 2009) co-authored with Patricia Gandara. Her work has been published in leading education journals including the Harvard Educational Review, Educational Policy, Journal of Hispanics in Higher Education and the Bilingual Research Journal. Her second book The Brown Paradox:  Latinos and Educational Policy in the United States is currently in press with Teachers College Press. Dr. Contreras received her Ph.D. from Stanford University in Educational Administration & Policy Analysis, Master of Education from Harvard University, and B.A. from University of California, Berkeley. 

Session I—Rethinking Leadership That Supports Student Success

Ms. Andrea Nagel

Senior Associate

Interaction Institute for Social Change

70 Fargo Street 
Boston, MA  02210
Phone: (617) 535-7100
Email: ANagel@interactioninstitute.org
Website: www.interactioninstitute.org
Ms. Nagel brings passion, skills and cross-cultural sensibility to her work for social and racial justice. Moving from Chile to the United States at the age of 8 was a defining experience and deepened her resolve to address inequity and bridge differences. Ms. Nagel has worked in the areas of community development and community building, both in the United States and abroad. She has served as a community organizer, leadership development designer and advisor, community planner and researcher with the Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative (DSNI, Boston), YouthBuild USA and the government of Nicaragua. Andrea delivers training, consulting and facilitation services in both Spanish and English at the Interaction Institute for Social Change. She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Tufts University and a Master in City Planning from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Keynote Address
Hon. Jesse Ruiz

Chairman

Illinois State Board of Education

100 N. 1st Street

Springfield, IL 62777

Phone:  (312) 569-1136

Email:  jesse.ruiz@dbr.com
Jesse H. Ruiz is a partner at Drinker Biddle & Reath, LLP. He serves as legal counsel to the 14 Illinois senators and representatives who formed the Illinois Legislative Latino Caucus and the Illinois Legislative Latino Caucus Foundation. In September 2004, Jesse was appointed Chairman of the Illinois State Board of Education by the Governor of Illinois. In August 2010, he was appointed to the ABA Presidential Advisory Commission on Hispanic Legal Rights and Responsibilities by the President of the American Bar Association. He is also Past Chairman of the Chicago Committee on Minorities in Large Law Firms, and is on the Board of Directors of the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund. Jesse was named an “Illinois Super Lawyer” in the area of Mergers & Acquisitions. Jesse received his J.D. degree from The University of Chicago Law School, where he served as an editor of the University of Chicago Law School Roundtable, and his Bachelor’s degree in Economics and Business Administration from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Hon. Thelma Meléndez de Santa Ana
Assistant Secretary 
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20202

Phone:  (202) 401-0113

Email:  thelma.melendez@ed.gov
Thelma Meléndez de Santa Ana was confirmed as Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education at the Department of Education by the U.S. Senate on July 24, 2009. She directs, coordinates and recommends policy for programs designed to assist state and local education agencies with improving the achievement of elementary and secondary school students. She helps ensure equal access to services leading to such improvement for all children, particularly children who are economically disadvantaged. Prior to arriving at the Department, Meléndez served as superintendent of the Pomona Unified School District in California. Meléndez earned her Ph.D. from the University of Southern California, where she was in the Rossier School of Education program specializing in language, literacy and learning. She earned a Bachelor’s degree cum laude in Sociology from the University of California at Los Angeles. 

Opening Reception

Hon. Juan C. Zapata

Florida State Representative

Chairman, NALEO Educational Fund

13550 SW 88th Street, Suite 150

Miami, FL 33186

Phone:  (305) 273-3288

Staff Contact: Ms. Thais Asper

Email:  thais.asper@myfloridahouse.gov
Representative Zapata was elected to the Florida House of Representatives in November of 2002, and has been reelected subsequently. He represents District 119, which includes the cities of Florida City, Homestead, and Sweetwater as well as the communities of West Kendall, Horse Country, Country Walk and Redland. Representative Zapata serves as the Chairman of the Miami-Dade Legislative Delegation. On a national level, he serves as Vice Chair for the Labor and Economic Development Committee of National Council of State Legislators and sits on the Executive Committee for National Hispanic Council of State Legislators. He is currently Chairman of the Board of the National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials Educational Fund and serves as Vice Chair for National Conference of Hispanic Legislators. He graduated from Florida International University with a degree in Finance and International Business.
Session II – Early Literacy and Language: Building Blocks for Learning
Hon. Cynthia Matus Morriss

Board Member, Patagonia Elementary School District
Immediate Past Chair, National Hispanic Caucus of School Board Members

Board Member, NALEO Educational Fund

P.O. Box 1

Patagonia, AZ  85624

Phone:  (520) 394-2664

E-mail:  matusmorriss@wmconnect.com
The Honorable Cynthia Matus Morriss was elected to the Patagonia Elementary School Board in 1989. Board Member Matus Morriss served on the Arizona School Boards Association’s (ASBA) Board of Directors for seven years and was elected to all of its officer positions.  In 2003, she was elected President of ASBA, she is the first, Latina to hold this post in the history of the organization.  To this day, she is the only Latina that has served in this capacity in other regions of its parent organization the National School Boards Association. She is the immediate past chair of the National Hispanic Caucus (NHC) of School Board Members, a council of the National School Boards Association.  

Dr. Kris Gutierrez
Professor and Provost’s Chair, University of Colorado at Boulder

President, American Educational Research Association (AERA)
University of Colorado at Boulder
School of Education, Room 320-A 
249 UCB
Boulder, CO 80309
Phone: (303) 492-8450
E-mail: Kris.Gutierrez@colorado.edu 

Kris D. Gutierrez, Professor in the School of Education, is the inaugural recipient of the University of Colorado at Boulder Provost’s Chair. Prior to accepting a professorship at the School of Education, Gutierrez was a Professor of Social Research Methodology in the Graduate School of Education & Information Studies at the University of California, Los Angeles, where she also served as Director of the Education Studies Minor and Director of the Center for the Study of Urban Literacies. Professor Gutierrez is a national leader in education and urban education and recently served on President Obama’s Education Policy Transition Team. She was recently elected President of the National Conference on Research in Language and Literacy and is the current American Educational Research Association (AERA) President. She earned her Master’s degree in English Education, Reading, and English from Arizona State University and her Ph.D. in English and Education from the University of Colorado at Boulder.


Session III – Rethinking the Role of Educators:  Building Support Systems
Hon. Mónica García
School Board President
Los Angeles Unified School District
333 S. Beaudry Avenue, 24th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Phone:  (213) 241-6180

Staff Contact:  Sonia Reza, Director of Administration

Email:  Sonia.reza@lausd.net
Mónica García is the President of the Board of the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD), the second-largest school district in the nation. Elected in June 2006 to the Board of Education, she became the third Latina to serve on the Board in its 155-year history.  In her tenure, Ms. García has successfully championed school reform models that offer students smaller, more personalized settings and that give school sites the autonomy they need to prepare all students for college or a career. She is currently serving her fourth term as President, a position to which she was elected by her fellow Board Members. She graduated from the University of California, Berkeley with a B.A degree in Chicano Studies and Political Science. She earned her Master’s in Social Work from the University of Southern California. 

Dr. Kris Gutierrez

Professor and Provost’s Chair, University of Colorado at Boulder

President, American Educational Research Association (AERA)
University of Colorado at Boulder
School of Education, Room 320-A 
249 UCB
Boulder, CO 80309
Phone: (303) 492-8450
E-mail: Kris.Gutierrez@colorado.edu 

Kris D. Gutierrez, Professor in the School of Education, is the inaugural recipient of the University of Colorado at Boulder Provost’s Chair. Prior to accepting a professorship at the School of Education, Gutierrez was a Professor of Social Research Methodology in the Graduate School of Education & Information Studies at the University of California, Los Angeles, where she also served as Director of the Education Studies Minor and Director of the Center for the Study of Urban Literacies. Professor Gutierrez is a national leader in education and urban education and recently served on President Obama’s Education Policy Transition Team. She was recently elected President of the National Conference on Research in Language and Literacy and is the current American Educational Research Association (AERA) President. She earned her Master’s in English Education, Reading, and English from Arizona State University and her Ph.D. in English and Education from the University of Colorado at Boulder.

Ms. Lily Eskelsen 
Vice President

National Education Association (NEA) 

1201 16th Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20036

Phone: (202) 822-7927

Staff Contact: Mellisa Williams 

Email:  mwilliams@nea.org
Lily Eskelsen, an elementary school teacher from Utah, is Vice President of the National Education Association.  She is one of the highest-ranking labor leaders in the country and one of its most influential Hispanic educators. After teaching for only nine years, she was named Utah Teacher of the Year in 1989, and she used that title as a platform to speak out against the dismal funding of Utah schools. She has built alliances with parents, business and civil rights organizations, and with advocates for the disabled and the poor.  She works with coalitions to engage the public in the political process, and in 1998, she ran for political office herself as the first Hispanic to be chosen as her party’s nominee for U.S. Congress in Utah, raising close to $1 million and taking 45% of the vote against the incumbent. Lily received a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and later earned her Master’s degree in Instructional Technology from the University of Utah.

Dr. Linda Stelly 
Senior Associate Director of Educational Issues Department
American Federation of Teachers (AFT)

555 New Jersey, NW

Washington, D.C. 20001

Phone:  (202) 879-4400
Website:  http://www.aft.org/
Dr. Stelly coordinates the American Federation of Teachers’ Center for School Improvement Project, which  facilitates partnerships among union leaders, superintendents, principals, teachers, Paraprofessionals and School-Related Personnel (PSRPs), community members and policy makers to improve schools that are identified as “in need of improvement.” Consistent with her credentials and experiences as a teacher, Director, and Associate Superintendent in the New Orleans Public Schools, Dr. Stelly has facilitated leadership and results based reform solutions and designed communications strategies for administrators and decision makers in local and national institutions. A graduate of Dillard, University of New Orleans and Loyola Universities with a Ph.D. from Louisiana State University in Curriculum and Instruction, she maintains memberships in numerous civic and community based organizations.  

Capitol Leadership Luncheon—Rethinking Teacher Quality As Part of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)
Mr. Arturo Vargas

Executive Director

NALEO Educational Fund

1122 W. Washington Boulevard, 3rd Floor

Los Angeles, CA  90015

Phone: (213) 747-7606, Ext. 4439 / Fax: (213) 747-7673

Email:  avargas@naleo.org
Website:  http://www.naleo.org
Mr. Arturo Vargas is the Executive Director of the National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials (NALEO) Educational Fund.  Before joining NALEO, he was Vice President for Community Education and Public Policy of the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF).  His prior positions at MALDEF included Director of Outreach and Policy where he coordinated the organization’s 1991 redistricting efforts which led to a historic increase in the number of Latinos serving in the California legislature. Before MALDEF, he was the senior education policy analyst at the National Council of La Raza in Washington, D.C.  He presently serves on the boards of Zero Divide, the Council on Foundations, the Independent Sector, the Alliance for a Better Community, and the United Way of Greater Los Angeles. He holds a Master’s degree in Education and a Bachelor’s degree in History and Spanish from Stanford University.

Hon. Russlynn H. Ali
Assistant Secretary
Office for Civil Rights
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20202

Phone: (202) 245-6700
Email: russlynn.ali@ed.gov
President Barack Obama nominated Russlynn Ali as Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights at the U.S. Department of Education on March 18, 2009, and she was confirmed by the U.S. Senate on May 1, 2009. As Assistant Secretary, Ali is Secretary Duncan's primary adviser on civil rights and responsible for enforcing U.S. civil rights laws as they pertain to education—ensuring the nation's schools, colleges and universities receiving federal funding do not engage in discriminatory conduct related to race, sex, disability or age. Until her appointment to the Department of Education, Russlynn Ali had been a Vice President of the Education Trust in Washington, D.C., and the founding Executive Director of the Education Trust-West in Oakland, California, since 2001. She has also taught at the University of Southern California Law Center and the University of California at Davis. Ali received her J.D. from Northwestern University School of Law, where she was awarded the Lowden-Wigmore Prize for Trial Advocacy and was a Julius Miner Moot Court Finalist. She received her Bachelor's degree in Law and Society from the American University. She also attended Spellman College.
Session IV – Rethinking Education
Hon. Pedro Marín 

Georgia State Representative

4370 Satellite Boulevard, Apt. 1101

Duluth, GA 30096

Phone:  (678) 691-0181

Email:  marinstatehouse@aol.com
Representative Pedro Marín has been a leader in the state of Georgia since he arrived in 1995. As the highest ranking Latino Democrat in Georgia, he uses his 25 years of executive experience as a voice for justice, opportunity, and equality for all people. In 2002, Pedro made history by being one of the first Latinos ever elected to the Georgia General Assembly. He currently serves on the House Banks and Banking, Industrial Relations, and Economic Development and Tourism committees. The Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, and Atlanta Latino newspaper have honored him.



Dr. Pedro Noguera

Professor

New York University

239 Greene Street, East Building

Suite 600

New York, NY 10003

Phone: (212) 998-5787

Email: pedro.noguera@nyu.edu
Website: http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/faculty_bios/view/Pedro_Noguera
Pedro Noguera is the Peter L. Agnew Professor of Education at New York University.  He holds tenured faculty appointments in the departments of Teaching and Learning and Humanities and Social Sciences at the Steinhardt School of Culture, Education and Development and in the Department of Sociology at New York University.  He is also the Executive Director of the Metropolitan Center for Urban Education and the co-Director of the Institute for the Study of Globalization and Education in Metropolitan Settings (IGEMS).  As an urban sociologist, Noguera’s scholarship and research focus on the ways in which schools are influenced by social and economic conditions in the urban environment. He has also done extensive research on issues related to education and economic and social development in the Caribbean, Latin America and several other countries throughout the world.  In 2001, he received an honorary doctorate from the University of San Francisco and the Centennial Medal from Philadelphia University for his work in the field of education.

Mr. Charles Adams

Head of School

The SEED School of Washington, D.C. (Invited)

Biography not available

Keynote Address

Hon. Ana Sol Gutierrez 

Maryland State Delegate

Board Member, NALEO Board of Directors

3317 Tuner Lane

Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Phone:  (301) 718-0707

Email:  asolgut@gmail.com
Ana Sol Gutierrez made history as the first Latina to be elected to the Maryland House of Delegates in November 2002. Previously, she was elected to the Montgomery County (MD) Board of Education serving as President and Vice President during two terms from 1990-98. She was the first Latina to serve on a Maryland School Board, as well as the first Salvadoran-American elected to public office in the country.  A chemist and computer systems engineer by profession, she was appointed in 1994 by President Clinton as the Deputy Administrator for Research at the U.S. Department of Transportation. She has worked for over 30 years in information technology in the private sector and is a recognized leader and role model for women in the fields of science and technology.

Dr. Linda Darling-Hammond 

Charles E. Ducommun Professor of Education 

Stanford University

School of Education

485 Lasuen Mall

Stanford, CA 94305
Email: ldh@suse.stanford.edu
Linda Darling-Hammond is currently the Charles E. Ducommun Professor of Education at Stanford University where she has founded and oversees the School Redesign Network. Established in 2000, the Network has taken a national leadership role in the arenas of school and district reform, leadership development, and the support of powerful and equitable curriculum and assessment. She has also founded and co-directs the Stanford Center for Opportunity Policy in Education, established in 2008, which fosters research, policy, and practice strategies for educational quality and equality. She serves as an adviser to President Obama on education reform and led his education policy Presidential Transition Team in 2008. Darling-Hammond’s research and policy work have focused on issues of school reform, teaching quality, and educational equity at the federal, state, and local levels. Darling-Hammond received her B.A. (magna cum laude) from Yale University and her Doctorate in Urban Education (with highest distinction) from Temple University. 

Breakfast Presentation & Remarks

Mr. Emilio Gonzalez 

Vice President of Public Policy and Strategic Alliances

Verizon Communications 

Biography not available

Hon. Adam Clayton Powell IV
New York State Assembly Member

District Office 

87 East 116th Street

New York, NY 10029

Phone:  (212) 828-3953 
Email:  powella@assemly.state.ny.us
Website:  www.assemly.state.ny.us
Adam Clayton Powell IV represents the 68th Assembly District in the New York State Assembly which includes parts of Harlem and East Harlem. First elected to the Assembly in 2000, he sits on four committees: Housing, Insurance, Small Business, and Corporations, Authorities and Commissions. He is also the Chairman of the Legislative Commission on Government Administration. He helped raise the standard of education by ensuring that every public school building in his district was equipped with state-of-the-art computer labs. Assemblyman Powell is an activist, legislator, visionary, and a respected leader. Assemblyman Powell earned his undergraduate degree from Howard University and a law degree from the Fordham University School of Law. 

Mr. Tom Dawson
Senior Policy Officer

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Ben Franklin Station

PO BOX 6176

Washington, D.C. 20044
Biography not available

Hon. Delia Garcia 

Kansas State Representative

2227 N. Broadway

Wichita, KS 67219

Phone:  (316) 371-2242

Email:  delia.garcia@house.ks.gov
Website: www.deliagarcia.com
Representative Delia Garcia became the first Latina woman to be elected to the Kansas Legislature in 2004.  At age 27, she is also the youngest female elected to the Kansas Legislature.  Representative Garcia is a consultant for MOLA Market Research, and a professor of American Government at Butler County Community College.  Representative Garcia helps run the family restaurant, Connie’s Mexico Café, Kansas’ oldest family owned Mexican café since 1963.  Representative Garcia completed her Master’s degree in Political Science from St. Mary’s University in San Antonio, Texas and graduated from the Harvard University Executive Leadership Program sponsored by the National Hispana Leadership Institute.

Hon. Eduardo Martín Ochoa
Assistant Secretary 
Office for Postsecondary Education 
U.S. Department of Education

1990 K Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20006
Phone:  (202) 502-7750
Email:  Eduardo.ochoa@ed.gov
Dr. Eduardo Martín Ochoa was nominated by President Obama to be the Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary Education and confirmed by the U.S. Senate on June 22nd, 2010.  Dr. Ochoa serves as the principal adviser to the Secretary on Departmental matters related to postsecondary education. Furthermore, he oversees the Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE) which directs, coordinates, and recommends policies for over 40 programs totaling over $2.6 billion that are designed to provide financial assistance to eligible students enrolled in postsecondary educational institutions. Prior to his appointment as Assistant Secretary, Dr. Ochoa was a faculty member and administrator in higher education for twenty-nine years, most recently having been Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at Sonoma State University. Dr. Ochoa received his Ph.D. in Economics from the New School for Social Research, his M.S. in Nuclear Science and Engineering from Columbia University, and his B.A. in Physics from Reed College.  

Session V—Higher Education and Rethinking State Funding Strategies

Hon. Joaquín Castro

Texas State Representative

6502 Bandera Road, Suite 106 
San Antonio, TX  78238
Phone:  (210) 684-6896/ Fax: (210) 684-6945
E-mail:  joaquin.castro@house.state.tx.us

Web site:  http://www.house.state.tx.us
The Honorable Joaquín Castro represents San Antonio in the Texas House of Representatives. Elected in November 2002, he is currently serving his fourth term in the House.  Representative Castro’s interest in public service developed from watching his parents’ involvement in political campaigns and civic causes. Representative Castro currently serves on the County Affairs Committee and the Higher Education Committee where he has served as Vice Chair. He received his Bachelor’s Degree from Stanford University and his J.D. from Harvard Law School.

Mr. Paul E. Lingenfelter
President

State Higher Education Executive Officers
3035 Center Green Drive, Suite 100

Boulder, CO 80301

Phone: (303) 541-1605

Email: PLingenfelter@sheeo.org
Website: http://www.sheeo.org/about/staff.htm
Paul E. Lingenfelter’s work as President of State Higher Education Executive Officers (SHEEO) has focused on successful participation in higher education, accountability, and finance.  Under his leadership, the SHEEO staff organized the National Commission on Accountability in Higher Education, created the annual study State Higher Education Finance, and published More Student Success: A Systemic Solution.  He previously served as Vice President of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, where he established and led the MacArthur Foundation Program on Human and Community Development.  Earlier, Dr. Lingenfelter served as Deputy Director for Fiscal Affairs for the Illinois Board of Higher Education and currently serves on the boards of the National Student Clearinghouse and the New Leadership Alliance for Student Learning and Accountability. He received an A.B. from Wheaton College in Literature, an M.A. from Michigan State University, and a Ph.D. from the University of Michigan in Higher Education.

Dr. George Boggs
President and CEO

American Association of Community Colleges 

One Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 410

Washington, D.C. 20036

Phone:  (202) 728-0200

Email:  gboggs@aacc.nche.edu
George R. Boggs is President and Chief Executive Officer of the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC) based in Washington, D.C. Dr. Boggs previously served as faculty member, division chair, and associate dean of instruction at Butte College in California, and for 15 years he served as the Superintendent/President of Palomar College in California. He served as a member of the Committee on Undergraduate Science Education of the National Research Council and has served on several National Science Foundation panels and committees. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry from the Ohio State University, a Master’s degree in Chemistry from the University of California at Santa Barbara, and a Ph.D. in Educational Administration from the University of Texas at Austin.

Dr. Mildred García
President

California State University, Dominguez Hills 

1000 E. Victoria St.

Carson, CA 90747

Phone:  (310) 243-2001

Email:  mgarcia@csudh.edu
Mildred García is the seventh president of California State University, Dominguez Hills and the eleventh female president—the first Latina president—in the California State University system. An educator foremost, García began her career as a faculty member and is a tenured professor in Graduate Education at CSU Dominguez Hills. García came to Dominguez Hills after serving from 2001 to 2007 as President of Berkeley College in New York and New Jersey, where she championed the cause of access with success—the obligation to make the attainment of a college degree a realistic goal for all who strive to succeed. García received a Doctor of Education as well as a Master of Arts in Higher Education Administration from Teachers College, Columbia University; an M.A. in Business Education/Higher Education from New York University; a B.S. in Business Education from Bernard Baruch College, City University of New York (CUNY); and an A.A.S. in Legal Secretarial Sciences in Business from New York City Community College.
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